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PREFACE

SHOULD like by way of preface to say a few words

as to what the reader may, and may not, expect
to find in the following volume. He must not expect
everything that falls under the head of MEMORIALS OF
OLD SHROPSHIRE ; but if he has the patience to read the
volume through, I venture to think he will be in possession
of a fairly clear idea of the past history of the county,
viewed under several aspects. In the chapters written
by myself, and in those contributed by others, I have
alike endeavoured to avoid the scrappiness which is too
apt to attach to a volume like the present. When one
knows a county well, there is always the temptation to
trot out some particular hobby-horse, or even a whole
team of them; in other words, to give exaggerated
pronﬁnence to some particular place, or person, or family,
which may be of great interest to the writer himself or
to a few local antiquaries, but is of very little value to
the general reader. Such historical problems are of
great use in the Z7ransactions of a local society, but my

desire is that the present volume may be found a readable

vii



























—




GENERAL STORY OF THE SHIRE

By THE EDITOR

®

(1) CELTIC AND SAXON PERIODS

HE history of Shropshire finds its centre of
interest in the fact, which it shares with Cheshire
on the north and Herefordshire on the south,
that it 'is a border county, and as such has been

associated with every wave of conquest which has passed
across our island. It is remarkable, however, that it is
first mentioned as a shire in connection with the only one
of these waves which has practically left no impress upon
its territory. It is in connection with the incursions of
the Danes that the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle tells us that in
the year 1006 the king (Ethelred) had gone over Thames
into “ Scrobbesbyrigscire,” and there taken his abode in
the midwinter’s tide. The form of the name in this
earliest mention shows that it followed the analogy of
Gloucester and Worcester in being associated with the
principal town, for Scrobbesbyrigscire is simply Shrews-
buryshire; but under Norman influence the name soon
took a softened form. Under the year 1088 the same
Chronicle speaks of the men of “Scrobscyre,” and we
probably owe to the same influence the form Salop, which
is still used as a designation both of the shire and the
principal town. Shrewsbury is the capital of Shropshire,
or the county of Salop.
B
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When, however, we undertake to trace the story of
Shropshire, we must go back to a period far antecedent
to Saxon times. It had its part in invasions long before
Jutes and Angles were heard of—at a period when the
weapons of warfare were of stone and bronze rather than
of iron. No traces of Palaolithic man have been found
in the county, but there are fairly numerous remains of
the Neolithic period, and of the Bronze and Early Iron
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age, some of which are to be seen in the museum at
Shrewsbury. As might be expected from the difference
in physical character, there was at a very early period a
difference between the civilization of the level country
north of the Severn, and that of the hill country which
forms the southern half of the county. The northern part
was more easily subdued than the south, and so felt the
influence of advancing culture sooner—a state of things
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which is evidenced by the fact that almost, if not quite,
all the prehistoric implements of bronze have been found
north of the river, while those of stone have been found
south of it.

Anyone familiar with the peasantry of Shropshire will
easily recognize in them the three earliest types which
prevailed in Britain. There are specimens of the dark
type, which we speak of as Iberian—short of stature with
dark hair and eyes and lengthened skulls—and there are
still more numerous specimens of the Celtic races which
followed—tall and brawny, with red hair and rounded
skulls. These Celts, who appear to have come from Cen-
tral Europe, arrived in Britain in two migrations. First
came the Goidels, or Gaels, and when these had driven
the Iberian race westward, they themselves were disturbed
by the Brythons, and driven westward in turn. Each
migration marked increased progress in civilization, but as
each race moved towards the mountainous district the
contest became more and more fierce, and the earthworks
which crown so many of the Shropshire hills show how
earnest and deadly the struggle was which took place on
its borders.

By degrees, however, there loomed on the horizon
of Britain a power more mighty, and a civilization
much more advanced. This was the Roman Empire,
which first interfered in the affairs of the island under
Julius Ceesar in the year B.C. 55. It was not, however, till
the middle of the following century that Shropshire was
brought into contact with Rome. At that time the western
borderland of England was occupied by three principal
tribes, though it is impossible to define their exact boun-
daries. These were the Cornavii on the north, whose
territory embraced part of Staffordshire and the northern
half at least of Shropshire; to the west and south of
them were the Ordovices; and again south of these lay
the Silures. These last were of wilder and fiercer manners
than the other two, and included a large mixture of the
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pre-Celtic tribes, a fact which is evidenced by the preva-
lence to this day of the Iberian type in the valleys of
Monmouthshire and Glamorgan. The chief city of the
Cornavii was on the Severn, near the spot where it is
joined by the Tern, at no great distance from the foot of
the Wrekin, on whose height was the camp of refuge to
which they might betake themselves and their cattle in
case of need. The time, however, had come when their
city was to pass into other hands. In the year A.D. 43,
the Legions of Rome again appeared in Britain, and this
time they came to stay. Advancing northward and west-
ward they reduced to subjection one tribe after another,
and in the borderland made their power felt in the estab-
lishment of a Roman city on the site occupied by the
capital of the Cornavii. To this they gave the name of
Viroconium, or Uriconium ; and monuments found on the
site go to show that its foundation dates from the middle
of the first century, when Ostorius Scapula was engaged
in a final effort to subdue the British chief Caradoc, or
Caractacus. That expedition had important results in
various ways, and its immediate issue is thus described by
Tacitus : —

The army next marched against the Silures, who, in addition to the
native ferocity of their tribe, placed great hopes in the valour of Caractacus,
whom the many changes and prosperous turns of fortune had advanced
to a pre-eminence over the rest of the British leaders. He, skilfully
availing himself of his knowledge of the country to countervail his inferiority
in numbers, transferred the war into the country of the Ordovices, and
being joined by those who distrusted the peace subsisting between them
and us, soon brought matters to a decisive issue; for he posted himself on
a spot to which the approaches were as advantageous to his own party as
they were perplexing to us. He then threw up on the more accessible
parts of the highest hills a kind of rampart of stone; below and in front

of which was a river difficult to ford, and on the works were placed troops
of soldiers.1

The exact words of the annalist are important, because
they are our only guide in fixing the site of this last stand

1 Tacitus, Annals ii. 21 (Giles’ translation).
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of Caractacus. It will be observed that Tacitus gives
three positive data: it was in the country of the Ordo-
vices, and it was on hills difficult of access (montibus
arduis), on which he threw up a rampart of stone (i»
modum valli saxa prestruif), and which had at the base
a river not easy to ford (amnis vado incerto). These par-
ticulars make it certain that the battle took place within
or on the borders of Shropshire, and various suggestions
have been made as to the exact spot. The locality, how-
ever, which seems to best fulfil the requirements of the
passage from Tacitus—the only one, in fact, which can
show both a deep river and a stone rampart—is the
Breidden hills on the Montgomeryshire border, where its
side descends abruptly to the Severn, which winds around
its base.

The result of the battle is well known—Caractacus
was defeated, and soon after carried to Rome, and Shrop-
shire ceased to cause trouble to the Roman arms. Peace
brought with it the development of the arts of peace,
and Uriconium became an important centre of commerce.
In the city itself, the huts of the Cornavii gave place to
stately buildings of stone, including extensive public
baths and a great basilica, of which the remnants still
exist; while in the neighbourhood wealthy Romans built
villas of which the tesselated pavements discovered from
time to time attest the importance. From Uriconium as
a centre, roads led in all directions, but the tracks which
in British days had guided uncertain steps through the
forests gave place under Roman rule to paved ways which
led straight to their destination, bridging the streams and
triumphing over every obstacle. Lead mining was
developed in the Stiperstones, and copper at Llanymynech
Hill, and these products, together with the fruits of the
soil, were articles of commerce which kept the roads well
frequented, and brought wealth to the districts through
which they passed.

There can be no doubt that the era of the Roman
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occupation was in many respects a time of prosperity for
Shropshire. The wealth, of course, was mainly in the
hands of the ruling race, who were probably not always
considerate to those they ruled. No doubt it was British
labour which reaped the fields and dug into the hills for
minerals; no doubt British shoulders bore the stones
which paved the roads and gave stateliness to the build-
ings of the city; but the Romans in return gave them
protection and peace, and imparted some at least of the
culture which they themselves possessed.

It is impossible to say to what extent this last was the
case, and various opinions have been formed, but there
can be no doubt as to the advantage of living under a
powerful and, on the whole, a beneficent government. And
yet this had one drawback, as events proved. There came
a time—never anticipated in earlier years—when the
Roman power in Britain waned, and her legions were with-
drawn to defend territories nearer home. Then it was
found that four centuries of peace had made the native
races of the island more civilized, but less able to defend
themselves when their protectors withdrew. The province
had drafted many a brave soldier into the ranks of the
legions to fight elsewhere, but the Britons as such had
little or no military organization.

They soon found out their need The last Roman
legions left the island in the year 410, and already the
clouds of another invasion were beginning to gather. The
races of Central Europe who inhabited the lowlands round
the mouth of the Elbe—Saxons, Jutes, and Angles; men
who went down to the sea in ships, and occupied their
business in great waters—began to be restless in their
own country, and to seek for other homes across the ocean.
At first their invasions of this island were confined to the
southern and eastern coasts, but like other invaders before
them, they gradually took firmer grip of the land, and
pushed their settlements westward and northward. The
wave reached Shropshire in the latter half of the sixth
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century. In the year 577 the West Saxons, under the
command of two brothers—Ceawlin and Cutha—gained a
great victory over the Britons at Deorham, near Bristol,
which gave them possession of the surrounding territory.
They then, according to their usual method of proceed-
ing, pushed their way up the valley of the Severn. The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle informs us that in 584 the brothers
penetrated with their forces as far as a place called
Fethanleag—possibly in Cheshire, possibly in Stafford-
shire—where Cutha was slain; but Ceawlin took many
towns and much booty. Among them was almost cer-
tainly Uriconium, which he left a smoking ruin. There is
a curious legend as to its capture, which is of uncertain
origin, but has survived to modern times among the neigh-
bouring peasantry—it is to the effect that the assailants,
finding it impossible to break through the walls of the
town, collected all the sparrows on which they could lay
hands, and attaching lights to them, let them fly. These
settled on the thatched roofs of the houses, and so set fire
to the whole town, and enabled the enemy in the confusion
to enter it without difficulty.! Anyway, the destruction
was effectual. The inhabitants who survived betook them-
selves to the loop of the Severn within which Shrewsbury
now stands, and the ruins of Uriconium became for
centuries to the popular mind a haunted place to be
avoided by night, but a quarry by day from which might
be taken materials for every form of building in the
neighbourhood.

As just stated, it is in connection with the destruction
of Uriconium that we get our first glimpse of what is now
the county town. Under the name of Pengwern (the
knoll of alders), a British settlement already occupied the
high ground encircled by the river, and though this
appears to have suffered in the same raid which destroyed
Uriconium, it quickly recovered, and, re-peopled in part

1 Wright’s Uriconsum, p. 80; Miss Burne’s Skropskire Folk-Lore, p. 100.
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by refugees from the ruins of that city, became a flourish-
ing centre of Celtic power, and the capital of the Princes
of Powis.

Meanwhile the Saxon invaders were growing more and
more formidable; they had effected settlements and set
up kingdoms in every part of England except along the
shores and among the hills of the west. The progress of
their subjugation of Shropshire may be traced with some
distinctness in the pages of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.

After the invasion of the West Saxons under Ceawlin,
already described, the next danger came from the north.
In the year 606 we are told that “ Ethelfrith (of Northum-
bria) led his army to Chester, and there slew numberless
Welsh.” Among these were a large body of monks from
Bangor Iscoed, “who came thither to pray for the army
of the Welsh.” The British leader was Brochmail or
Scromail, whose home was at Pengwern, and the result
of this victory was to cripple the Celtic power in the north
of the county, so that in the following reign the Northum-
brians were able to attack the British stronghold of Caer
Digoll, whose earthworks still crown the summit of the
Long Mountain on the borders of the county.

Meanwhile another kingdom was rising in the centre
of England—that of Mercia. Its rulers were ambitious
and aggressive, and it soon came into conflict with other
kingdoms of the invasion. In 642 the Ckronicle records
that “ Oswald, King of the Northumbrians, was slain by
Penda, the Southumbrian (Mercian), at Maserfield, on the
Nones of Aungust” This battle almost certainly took
place near Oswestry,! which derives its name from
Oswald’s tree, and it marked a conflict not merely for
military supremacy between two kingdoms, but between
heathenism and Christianity. King Oswald is better
known as St. Oswald, who had done all he could to intro-
duce and foster the Christian Faith in his kingdom.

1 Shropshire Archaological Sectety’s Transactions, vol. ii.," p. 97.
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Penda, on the other hand, was the champion of the old
paganism which the invaders had brought with them from
beyond the seas; and the defeat and death of Oswald
was disastrous because it rolled back for a time the spread
of the religion of Christ. It was only, however, for a
time. The missions which Oswald had fostered in the
north sent out fresh emissaries southward, and before
any long time Shropshire accepted Christianity at their
hands. ;

At this period the kingdom of Wessex, after being for
a considerable time subject to Mercia, again asserted itself.
Turning once more to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, we read
under the date 661 :—

In this year Kenwealh [King of Wessex] fought at Easter at Posentes-
byrig, and Wulfhere, son of Penda, laid the country waste as far as
Aescesdun.

Posentesbyrig is clearly Pontesbury, whose hill is still
crowned with an extensive earthwork, and Aescesdun is
probably to be identified with one of the numerous Astons
which are dotted over almost the whole county.

The victory put the West Saxons in possession of an
important valley watered by the Rea, in which many of
them effected settlements,! and from this time the con-
quest of the shire was as complete as it ever became. All
the river valleys had now been explored, and everywhere
clearings were effected in the forests. Villages with their
stockaded “burh,” and their place of “folkmoot,” sur-
rounded by their village ground and pasture land, grew up
in every direction, and became the rudiments of the
villages and townships which form the principal features
of country life to this day.

The extent of this Saxon settlement of Shropshire
may be easily traced by a study of the place-names which
survive. It will be found that these are English over most

1 For the effects of the different Saxon invasions on the language and
customs of the county, ¢f. Miss Burne’s Folk-Lore, pp. 618-19.
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of the county, but in the district known as Clun Forest
on the south-west, and in the hill country at the back
of Oswestry, they are very largely Welsh, showing that
these two districts were never really taken possession of
by the Saxons, but retained through all changes their old
Celtic inhabitants. It only remained for Offa, who
reigned over Mercia from 757 to 796, to consolidate the
Saxon power in the border country by wresting Pengwern
from the Britons and—pushing their boundary further
back—to mark and secure the territory thus acquired.
This he did by the great earthwork which he constructed,
or in part adapted, extending from the mouth of the
Dee to that of the Wye, which still bears the name
of Offa’s Dyke, and remains comparatively perfect
in some parts of the county. His reign was also
marked by a change of name in the case of the county
town, such as must have taken place also with many
less important settlements. Pengwern (the knoll of
alders), when it passed into Saxon hands became Scrob-
besbyrig (the settlement among the shrubs), a name
which, like its previous designation, was derived from
the character of its site; and this, in various softened
forms, has remained its name to this day.

The wave of Danish invasion which rolled over
England during the next two centuries, scarcely touched
Shropshire. As already mentioned, the name occurs first
in connection with it, but only incidentally. The first
Danish fleet, consisting of only three vessels, arrived on
the southern shore of England towards the close of Offa’s
reign, but this was but the beginning of Viking inva-
sion and devastation. From that period almost up to the
Norman Conquest, the pages of the Anglo-Saron
Chronicle are largely a record of monasteries plundered,
churches destroyed, and forces routed by this formidable
foe. It contains two entries besides that already alluded
to, in which Shropshire is specially concerned. In the
year 804, during the reign of Alfred the Great, we are
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told that the Danes “went up along the Thames until
they reached the Severn, then up along the Severn.” This
apparently means that they penetrated up the Thames
valley to the foot of the Cotswolds, and then crossed that
ridge into the Severn valley somewhere in the neighbour-
hood of Gloucester. The account goes on to say that the
“earldorman Ethered” and others collected an army,
which included “some parts of the North Welsh race,”
and “when they were all gathered together they
followed after the (Danish) army to Buttington on
the bank of the Severn, and there beset them on
every side in a fastness.” After some weeks of siege,
by which the Danes were reduced to great straits
of hunger, an engagement took place, and “the
Christians had the victory.” The village of Buttington
lies just outside the present boundaries of Shropshire at
the foot of the Long Mountain, and those who are
familiar with the Severn Valley at that point will know
how wisely Ethered and his allies chose their place of
attack. Apparently few of the Danes survived to tell the
tale. As late as the year 1839 a large quantity of skulls
and other human remains were discovered at the spot,
which were evidently relics of some such struggle.

In the year 896 the invaders were again in this part of
the country. Having been obliged to abandon their ships
on the Lea near London, by the defences which King
Alfred had erected between them and the sea, they made
their way again across the kingdom. “ They went over-
land,” the Ckronicle tells us, “ until they arrived at Quat-
bridge on the Severn, and there wrought a work,” that is,
constructed a fort. “ They then sat that winter at Bridge.”
There is no difficulty in identifying these places:
“Bridge ” is Bridgnorth, which has near it the village of
“Quatford,” and the occurrence is still further perpetuated
by the name “Danesford” on the river itself. The
invaders, however, had no opportunity of effecting
permanent settlements. Ethered, whom Alfred had made
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earldorman of Mercia, kept a vigilant watch on behalf of
the king, and in this he was ably seconded by his wife
Ethelfleda, who was the king’s daughter. She survived
her husband some years, but the defence of her territory
did not suffer by his death. She erected fortresses at
Bridgnorth and Chirbury, and under the title “Lady of
the Mercians,” won wide regard. She was traditionally
the founder of the church dedicated to St. Alkmund in
the county town.

The best proof, however, of the statement that the
Danish invasion left no impress on the county, is to be
found in a study of the place names. There is an entire
absence of names ending in “by” and “thorpe,” and
“thwaite,” for example, with which we are so familiar in
the north and east of England. Danish blood has con-
tributed nothing to the making of the Salopian character.

(2) NORMAN

In 1066 came the Norman invasion under William the
Conqueror. It had been already prepared for by the
weak rule of Edward the Confessor, who had largely given
himself over to Norman influence, and in whose reign the
Norman Richard FitzScrob had erected a castle on the
southern border of this county, which was a centre of
oppression to the neighbourhood, and gave its name to the
modern village of Richard’s Castle. William claimed the
crown of England as the appointed heir of Edward the
Confessor, but the title universally given to him of “the
Conqueror,” embodies the true facts of the case. He was
no ordinary man. Known at first as William the Bastard,
he had, while yet a youth, to overcome opposition in his
native duchy which would have overwhelmed the majority
of men, but which only served to bring out the force of
his character. Every one is familiar with his invasion of
England in September, 1066, and the result of the Battle
of Senlac or Hastings. His victory was so complete that
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he was crowned the following Christmas at Westminster
Abbey, then fresh from the hands of its founder, Edward
the Confessor; and though in many parts of the country
the submission to him was merely nominal, he was able
soon after to return to Normandy. He chose as Regents
in his absence his half-brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux,
whom he created Earl of Kent, and William FitzOsbern,
whom he made Earl of Hereford. They had the stern-
ness of William without his wisdom, and the result of their
rule was an outbreak of rebellion in various parts of the
country. The leader of resistance to the Norman power
in the west midlands was Edric Sylvaticus, or Wild Edric,
who held considerable possessions in South Shropshire
and Herefordshire. In alliance with the Welsh he led
the men of Shropshire, Hereford, and Cheshire against
Shrewsbury, where the Norman power had already estab-
lished itself, and laid siege to it. Their success, however,
seems to have been only partial, and after burning part of
the town they retired. The incident illustrates the weak
place of all the resistance to William, which was that the
efforts were detached and isolated from one another, and
so William, by attacking his enemies in detail, overcame
one after another, until his power was firmly established.

Among those who helped him and contributed to bring
about this result was his friend and kinsman Roger de
Montgomery, and William rewarded him with large
possessions both in the south and west. He made him
first of all Earl of Arundel, and then at a later period
appointed him Earl of Shrewsbury, accompanying the
latter appointment with lands which practically embraced
the whole of Shropshire. As the result, Roger took up
"his abode at Shrewsbury, and erected a castle on the
isthmu§ between the two arms of the Severn. Nothing
of his work now remains except, perhaps, a portion of
the entrance gateway, but it was sufficiently formidable
to overawe the surrounding district.

Roger’s personal rule seems to have varied somewhat
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according to the domestic influences brought to bear on
him. During the regime of his first wife, Mabel de
Belesme, who was cruel and oppressive, his policy ran in
the same direction; but after her murder by those who
had suffered from her rapacity, Roger married Adeliza de
Puiset, who was a woman of very different character.
Under her influence, his rule was milder, and in particular
he founded various religious houses, including the Cluniac
Priory of Wenlock and the Benedictine Abbey of Shrews-
bury.

Meanwhile, however, the Earl was growing old. His
friend and patron, William the Conqueror, died in 1087 ;
and in 1094, finding his own health failing, he retired to
the Abbey he had founded, and enrolling himself as a
brother, died there, and was buried near to the High Altar
of the Monastic Church. A tomb is still shown there as
his monument, but the effigy belongs to a later date than
his death.

The social changes wrought in Shropshire by the
Norman conquest were great, as shown by a study of the
Domesday survey. The county was at that tine divided
into fifteen hundreds, each consisting of a number of
manors, whose owners and their tenants are recorded,
together with the value of each as it was then, and as
it had been in the reign of Edward the Confessor. Earl
Roger was the owner—or strictly, tenant iz capite—of
all but a very few manors, which belonged to the Bishop
of Chester and Ralph de Mortimer respectively, and those
who held under any of the three, almost without exception,
bore Norman names; a few were held by ecclesiastical
bodies. Among the sub-tenants were a small number who
appear from their names to be Saxon, but it is clear that
the dispossession of those who had owned the land in
the time of King Edward was very complete. It was im-
possible for this change to take place without injustice
and hardship of the severest kind at the time when it was
effected, but it had its redeeming features. The Normans
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were more thrifty and temperate in their personal habits,
more able to adapt themselves to new circumstances and
to assimilate what was good in their surroundings, than
those whom they dispossessed. The result was that the
Normans supplied the element of organization which the
Saxons had lacked, and no long period elapsed before the
two were fused into one powerful nation. “The English
tongue and the English law held their own throughout
the realm, and within a century the French baron had
become an English lord.”!

As regards Shropshire itself, though this gradual
fusion was going on underneath, the century which
followed the death of the Conqueror was largely one of
trouble and unrest. The reign of Henry 1. was disturbed
by the rebellion of Robert de Belesme, the eldest son of
Roger de Montgomery, who appears to have inherited the
bad qualities of his mother, Roger’s first wife. Espousing
the cause of Robert Curthose on the death of William
Rufus, Belesme raised a formidable rebellion against
Henry. He was besieged by the King in his castle of
Bridgnorth, but escaped to Shrewsbury. Having reduced
the garrison left behind at Bridgnorth, the King followed
him to Shrewsbury, making his way over Wenlock Edge
by a new road which he caused to be formed for the
purpose, and so arriving before Belesme was prepared.
Henry accepted his submission, and contented himself
with banishing him from the kingdom, but he carried his
turbulent spirit with him, and a few years later the King
seized an opportunity of arresting him, and he ended his
days a prisoner in the castle of Wareham.

Henry paid other visits to Shropshire later on in his
reign. Two documents issued by him bear date at Nor-
ton, in the parish of Condover, and Shrewsbury received
from him privileges which are alluded to and confirmed
in an extant Charter of King John. It is almost certain

1.Social England (1st ed.), vol. i., p. 243.
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that the county also benefited in another way by his
administrative ability. A comparison of the Hundreds of
Shropshire, as they appear in Domesday, and as they
existed a century later, shows that there had been wise
revision and re-arrangement of their boundaries, by which
their administration was rendered more easy. It cannot,
indeed, be proved that this was actually the work of
Henry, but it was at least work which would be congenial
to one who gained the name of Beauclerc by his learning
and acquirements ; and he knew the county so intimately
that he might well choose it for the exercise of his adminis-
trative skill.

In 1135, however, Henry died, and twenty years of
anarchy followed, in which Shropshire bore its share of
suffering. The right to the throne was contested between
Matilda, or Maud, the daughter of Henry, and Stephen
of Blois, the grandson of the Conqueror through the female
line; and this disputed succession gave an opportunity
for a display of all the worst features of the feudal system.
Barons everywhere erected castles, which became centres
of oppression and lawlessness, which there was no central
power with sufficient authority to control. Most of the
Shropshire nobles seem to have espoused the cause of
Matilda. The castles of Ellesmere, Whittington, Ludlow,
and Shrewsbury are all mentioned as garrisoned for the
Empress, and of these Shrewsbury sustained a siege in
1138 by Stephen himself, who succeeded in capturing it,
and he put the garrison to the sword. He had not, how-
ever, the tact to reap any advantages from his success, and
at last, in utter weariness, an agreement was come to by
which Stephen should hold the crown for his life, but that
it should then pass to Henry, the son of Matilda.

The anarchy was productive of two good results: the
need of a refuge for the weak led to the development of
monastic life and a large increase of religious houses ; and
the insecurity of the country led to the enlargement of
the towns, and their growth in importance and influence.
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Neither development, indeed, was an unmixed good, but
for the time the one secured a home for piety and learn-
ing, and the other laid the foundation of liberty and trade.

(3) PLANTAGENET

Henry II. succeeded to the throne in 1154. The diffi-
culties which confronted him were enough to daunt the
spirit of a man as young as he was at the time, but they
only served to bring out the force that was latent in his
character. His first work was to lessen the power of the
barons by reducing the number of their castles. Among
those who resisted the king’s wishes in this respect was
Hugh de Mortimer, who held castles at Cleobury Mortimer
and Bridgnorth in this county, and Wigmore just over the
Herefordshire border. Henry laid siege to these in turn,
and Mortimer made his submission at Bridgnorth in
July, 1155.

Meanwhile the Welsh were becoming increasingly
troublesome, and from this period till their final subjuga-
tion by Edward I, the records of Shropshire are largely
concerned with their incursions, and the efforts made ta
keep them under control.

Henry II. was in North Wales in 1157, and in South
Wales the year following, and he made a further expedition
against his troublesome neighbours in 1165, but none of
these efforts achieved more than a partial and temporary
success. The same may be said of the efforts of John
and of Henry III. In the reigns of both these last
mentioned, the prince who ruled in North Wales was
Llewelyn ap Iorwerth, known as Llewelyn the Great;
and though John endeavoured to attach him to himself by
giving him his natural daughter Joan in marriage, he
continued to be a scourge to Shropshire as long as he
lived. The Welsh supported the barons in extorting from
John the Magna Charta at Runnymede, but Shrewsbury
continued loyal to the king, probably in part from the fact

C
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that he had conferred on the town no less than three
charters. Llewelyn marched against it, and took
possession of it, but only held it for a few months. It
was destined, however, again to feel that prince's power
at a later period. One of the last acts of his re.ign was
to lay waste the surrounding country up to its very
gates.

So matters went on till the sceptre fell from the weak
hands of Henry IIL, and passed into those of Edward I
The chief power in Wales at this time was wielded by
Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, a grandson of Llewelyn the Great,
of whom he was a worthy descendant. He had measured
swords with Edward during the rebellion of Simon de
Montfort, before his accession to the throne, and had
shown himself an adversary worthy of his steel When
Edward became king, Llewelyn first delayed, and at last
refused, to do homage, and Edward marched against him,
and with the co-operation of his brother David, effected
his submission. As the result, however, of the attempt to
introduce English law and custom into Wales, rebellion
again broke out under the joint leadership of Llewelyn
and David, the latter having forsworn his allegiance to
the king. Edward determined once for all to crush the
turbulence of Wales, and he succeeded. Llewelyn fell in
an obscure skirmish near Builth, and a few months later,
in June, 1283, David was betrayed into the king’s hands,
and sent in chains to Shrewsbury. Here a parliament was
called to consider his case, and he was sentenced to be
executed with various marks of barbarity. This Shrews-
bury parliament is, however, chiefly famous as marking
a great step in constitutional government. For the
first time representatives of the Commons took part in
the deliberations by legal authority. During its session
in Shrewsbury the king probably stayed at Acton Burnell
with his friend and chancellor, Robert Burnell, Bishop of
Bath and Wells, and when the parliament had dealt with
David, its meeting was adjourned to Acton Burnell itself,
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where it passed an important statute dealing with the
recovery of debts.

Edward followed up the subjugation of Wales by
the erection of a large number of border castles, of which
the ruins of many still survive. These served the double
purpose of overawing the Welsh and protecting the Eng-
lish who were encouraged to settle among them, and their
ruins are an abiding memorial that the power of Wales
as an independent nation was permanently crushed.

The century which followed the death of Edward I
was comparatively uneventful to Shropshire, but in 1403
it again came into notice. Political affairs were at the
time in a very unsettled condition. The Scots were
causing trouble in the north, and Owen Glyndwr was in
rebellion in Wales, while the tenure of the crown by
Henry IV. had on it the taint of usurpation. In July of
that year, the Percys, who had been the mainstay of
Henry’s power in the north, threw off their allegiance and
marched southward against him. Their forces, led by
Hotspur, son of the Earl of Northumberland, met those
of the king near Shrewsbury, and on the spot now marked
by the church of Battlefield, a fierce contest took place.
The result was a great victory for the king. Hotspur was
himself slain, with an unusually large number of distin-
guished men on both sides, and a blow was struck at
feudalism from which it never wholly recovered. The
interest of the battle of Shrewsbury will, however, always
find its centre not in prose, but in verse; not in the pages
of the chronicler, but in those of the dramatist. Shake-
speare has immortalized the contest in his Henry IV., and
by his creation of the character of Falstaff has given us
a fictitious hero who is better known than the real heroes
of the fight. Those who remember little about the king
or Hotspur are well acquainted with the deeds and say-
ings of that fat and doughty knight.

After another half century of tranquillity, the county
was called to bear its part in the Wars of the Roses.
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Richard, Duke of York, the father of Edward IV, paid
several visits to Shropshire, and was so great a favourite
in Shrewsbury that his statue, which now fills a niche in
the Old Market Hall, was set up over the gate which
gave admission at the Welsh Bridge. At the time of his
death, his son Edward was staying in Shrewsbury, and it
was from thence he marched southward, and by his victory
over the Lancastrian forces at Mortimer’s Cross, near
Ludlow, secured for himself possession of the throne.

After a troubled reign of twenty-two years,
Edward IV. died in 1483, and his power passed into the
hands of his son, a child of eleven. The reign of
Edward V., as might be expected from the temper of the
times, was merely nominal. Before three months had
elapsed, his uncle Richard usurped the throne, and the boy
king, along with his little brother (who had been born at
Shrewsbury), was smothered in the Tower of London.
Richard III., however, was not long to enjoy his usurped
authority. Henry, Earl of Richmond, claimed the throne,
and in August, 1485, landed at Milford Haven to assert
his claim. Thence he directed his course to Shrewsbury,
where he slept at the house near the top of the Wyle
Cop, which still remains, and so on to Bosworth Field,
where Richard was defeated and slain, and he succeeded
as Henry VII, the first king of the House of Tudor.

(4) TUDOR

During this period the history of Shropshire mainly
centres in two movements, one wholly political, the other
both political and religious; the former was the founda-
tion and development of the Court of the Marches, the
latter was the movement which we know as the
Reformation. Each of these will form a subject of
treatment in another part of this volume, and so it
will be sufficient in this place to mention that the
Court of the Marches had its origin in the reign of
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Edward IV, who appointed a council to assist his
son as Prince of Wales, which should curb the power
of the Lords Marchers and secure justice for the Welsh.
It was consolidated and made a permanent institution
by Henry VII, whose eldest son Arthur held court
at Ludlow with his bride Katharine of Arragon. The
best known of those who filled the office of President
of the Council were Rowland Lee, Bishop of Coventry and
Lichfield, who was appointed in 1534, and who, on his
death at Shrewsbury, in 1542, was buried in St. Chad’s
Church ; and Sir Henry Sidney, appointed in 1559, whose
son, Sir Philip Sidney, was one of the distinguished
alumni of Shrewsbury School. The Court lasted till
1689, but for some considerable period before that date
had lost its original importance.

(s) STUART AND HANOVERIAN

Shropshire had its full share in the incidents of the
Civil War between Charles I. and the Parliament, and
the Oak at Boscobel, within its boundaries—as recorded
in an inscription at its base—*had the honour of shelter-
ing from his foes his Majesty King Charles IL” after the
battle of Worcester. As this period, however, will also
receive a special record in another part of the volume, any
detailed account of the strife is omitted here. Suffice it
to say that in the early years of the contest, at any rate,
Shropshire for the most part was Royalist. Charles 1. paid
a visit to Shrewsbury almost immediately after raising his
standard at Nottingham, in August, 1642, and evidently
regarded the county as one of those in which his cause
was strongest. The castles and country houses were
nearly all garrisoned—the majority for the king—but
various causes combined to weaken his hold, and in spite
of the brilliant exploits of Prince Rupert and the more
solid work of men like Sir Francis Ottley, the Governor
of Shrewsbury, the Royalist cause gradually lost ground
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till the battle of Worcester made its ruin for a while
complete.

In due time, however, came the reaction, and in
1660 Charles II. was called to his ancestral throne amid
the acclamations of the people. Their hopes were not
destined to be wholly realized, for want of tact was bound
up in the very nature of the Stuarts, but it remained for
James II. to exhibit this characteristic in the form most

STOKESAY CASTLE.

objectionable to the English people. By his own change
of religion, and by his arbitrary measures, carried out by
men like Judge Jeffreys, he aroused a jealousy for the
llbf:]rties of the nation, which was only satisfied by his
exile.

Shropshire did not feel the immediate effects of
these changes to any marked degree. Shrewsbury was
one of the towns from which, at the close of the reign
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of Charles II, was demanded the surrender of its
charter, and this was returned by James in a form
which provoked strong feeling against his claim to
arbitrary power, but it was also one of the towns which
he honoured with a personal visit. Jeffreys, too, was
connected with the county. He was educated at Shrews-
bury School, where there exists a portrait much more
pleasing than might be expected from his character and
actions, and it was as Baron of Wem that he was raised
to the peerage. He does not, however, appear to have
ever made it his home.

Since the Revolution the story of the shire has been
for the most part uneventful. The Court of the Marches,
as already mentioned, was abolished in 1689, and gradually
everything which gave a distinct mark to the public life
of the county passed away. But it has maintained a
character of its own all through, as is easily recognized
by any who have lived both in Shropshire and in other
parts of the midlands or the north. Local life and local
feeling have been, and still are, strong in Shropshire.
This has arisen partly from its distance from the Metro-
polis, and it showed itself especially in the eighteenth
century. Then the towns, and particularly Shrewsbury
and Ludlow, had each its own season, for which the county
families went into residence, as they now go to London.
As a tourist, who stayed at Ludlow in 1772, said of that
town, there were to be found there “ abundance of pretty
ladies,” “provisions extremely plentiful and cheap,” and
“very good company.”! Since that period Shropshire
has been brought into closer contact with the outer world,
firstly by the rise of coaches, and more recently by that of
railways, but—in conjunction to some extent with the two
neighbouring shires of Chester and Hereford—it has
maintained its individuality more than most counties.
Bishop Creighton showed his usual true historic instinct

1 Salopian Shreds and Palches, vol. i., p. 104. For the social life
of the county town, ¢f. the Author’s Sirewsbury, pp. 213-244.






THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF
THE TOWNS

By HENRIETTA M. AUDEN, F.R.HIST.S.

IMES have changed since the days when the
Roman city of Uriconium probably represented
the only town within the hmits of what is now
the county of Salop. If there were other con-

siderable centres of population in the district they have
completely vanished and left no trace behind. The Saxon
invaders swept away the relics of Roman civilization, and
in their dread of magical influences avoided the sites of
the Roman villas and towns. Refugees from Uriconium
established themselves where Shrewsbury now stands
defended by the curve of the Severn, and for about a
hundred years Pengwern was an outpost of the Celt
against the Saxon. After its conquest by Offa it still
retained its importance, but the Anglo-Saxon borough was
not much more than a village on a larger scale. The
burgesses of Shrewsbury had their fields to till and cattle
to herd, and the diggings of foundations have gone to
show that cattle were watered where now the Post Office
stands, and a farmyard occupied the site of the Shire Hall
Men met at the town for market in time of peace, and
in time of war they could take refuge within the fortified
peninsula. The burgesses were the king’s men, and held
their town by service of guarding the king when he came
to Shrewsbury. Twelve burgesses of the better sort kept
watch over him, and when he went hunting, those that
25
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had horses went with him. The Sheriff sent thirty-six
men to drive the game for the king, and when the hunt
was in Marsley Park, they were bound for eight days
to serve there.

At the time of the Domesday survey of England, in
1086, only eighty towns are mentioned, of which Shrews-
bury is one. None of the other Shropshire towns were
then more than villages, unless it were Ludlow, and though
there are coins extant minted at Ludlow, the Domesday
record makes no mention of its status as a borough. The
account of Shrewsbury, on the other hand, is very com-
plete, and tells us that there were three “ moneyers ” there,
and what they paid to the king; what dues were paid by
the burgesses; and how, when the king left the town, the
sheriff sent twenty-four horses with him as far as Leint-
wardine if he went south, or the first stage in Staffordshire
if he went that way.

Under the Norman Earl, Roger de Montgomery, a
kinsman of the Conqueror, the castle was enlarged, the
site of fifty houses being given up to it. Fifty more
houses lay waste in 1086; forty-three were inhabited by
“francigeni,” who do not seem to have paid the same
taxes as the “ Angligeni,” and thirty-nine burgesses had
been given by the Earl to the Abbey he had just founded.
The calculation in Domesday says that there were 193
houses which paid nothing out of the 252 of which Shrews-
bury consisted in the days of Edward the Confessor. The
population of the Saxon town can hardly have reached
1,300 souls, but there were four churches within the borough
and a fifth just outside its area. To this town, already
possessing an important place in the life of the county,
Earl Roger added not only a castle that might at the same
time protect and overawe the burgesses, but also a great
abbey at their gates. Later times saw the erection of a
strong town wall of stone and the steady growth of
municipal life, but that we have not space to fully
chronicle.
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Shrewsbury thus existed before either castle or abbey,
and was comparatively little affected by their proximity.
The influence of the Abbot was mainly confined to the
suburb of the Abbey Foregate, where the inhabitants were
chiefly his tenants, and the castle, passing from the hands
of the Norman earls to those of the king, was frequently
entrusted to his faithful burgesses. Robert de Belesme,
the last Norman earl, is credited with building the first
stone wall of Shrewsbury, but it was not till the town had
passed from his hands to those of the king that we hear
of much progress in the town’s prosperity. Henry L
diminished the heavy rent paid by the burgesses, and
granted them many privileges, which were confirmed by
his great-grandson, King John, in his first charter to the
town. Shrewsbury was visited by Henry I. in time of
peace, and by Stephen in time of war, when he besieged
and took the castle. Henry II. was there more than
once, and ratified the privileges given by Henry I, and we
learn from Giraldus Cambrensis that some degree of
comfort was to be found in Shrewsbury in 1188, when
he and Archbishop Baldwin came there to rest themselves
after their Welsh journeyings.

In the reign of Richard I. the burgesses were allowed
to hold the town under the king by a yearly rent of forty
marks of silver, and King John in his second charter
authorized their plan of self-government by two provosts
chosen from among the burgesses, and a common council.
A third charter of King John further confirmed the status
of the town, and probably the burgesses felt that the
privileges were well worth the hundred marks that were
paid for the charters. In 1209 we see a trace of the trade
of the town in an ordinance forbidding the sale in the
town of raw hides or undressed cloth except by those
assized and talliaged with the burgesses.

The wars with Wales made royal visits to Shrewsbury
of frequent occurrence, and the Castle still shows the
round towers that marked the military architecture of
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the reign of Edward I. On September 3oth, 1283, in
the Parliament summoned by Edward I. to meet at Shrews-
bury, there were one hundred and ten earls and barons,
two knights from each shire, and two deputies each from
twenty of the principal towns of the kingdom, of which
Shrewsbury was one. The Parliament condemned David,
Prince of Wales, to death, and then adjourned to Acton
Burnell. After the submission of Wales, the town lost in
military importance, but gained in civil, though the popu-
lation continued small, judged from our modern standards.
In 1313, 188 laymen were taxed in the town for the
fifteenth granted to the king. Only one ecclesiastic is
mentioned—the Prior of St. John’s Hospital ; so the popu-
lation apparently numbered, within the walls of the town
itself, not many more than one thousand. Nearly all those
burgesses taxed possessed live stock, horses, cattle, or
pigs, especially the latter, which down to the time of
Elizabeth ran at will in the streets, and were probably
useful as scavengers.

The Gild Merchant of the town, which was in existence
before the close of the twelfth century, grew in power and
importance as time went on, and by degrees the separate
crafts possessed their own gilds, the chief among which
were those of the Drapers and of the Shearmen, the
former of whom were merchants of Welsh cloth, and the
latter the preparers of it for the English market.

Under Richard II. the town made progress in self-
government, and probably a fire which in 1394 burnt
St. Chad’s Church and a considerable part of the town
caused the building of better houses than the borough
had before possessed. Three years later the king
adjourned a parliament from Westminster to Shrewsbury,
coming there from Lilleshall Abbey in state on January
29th, and remaining there till after the 6th of February.
The townsmen suffered much from the disorderly followers
of the king, and when Henry of Lancaster usurped the
throne they were among his earliest adherents. He had
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been present with the king at the Shrewsbury Parlia-
ment, and probably won popularity in the town at that
time.

From the days of Henry IV. onward the business of
the town prospered, and Shrewsbury perhaps attained its
greatest importance in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
The half-timbered houses of the latter date testify to the
prosperity of the townsmen, and more than one Shrews-
bury burgess bought a country estate and founded a
family. The reigns of the Tudors were times of pros-
perity, and the old Market Hall still stands as it was built
in 1506. The Civil Wars injured the town in many ways,
and brought about the dismantling of the castle under
James II, and the eighteenth century saw the decline of
the trade in Welsh cloth, and the crystallising of the
town into what it now is: a centre of all county business,
and of much importance as a market for agricultural
produce, with social life of its own, and an atmosphere of
calm respectability and absence of bustle. Shrewsbury
1s the embodiment of the word “town ” to all the villages
round about, but it stands completely apart from the
present-day ideal set forth in a busy manufacturing centre,
of which Birmingham, for instance, is an embodiment.

LupLow.—Ludlow, though a town before the days of
the Conqueror, became overshadowed by the great
baronial castle founded within its precincts. There seems
little doubt that an early tumulus, from which its name
is derived, formed the centre of a Saxon town sufficiently
important to possess a mint, and that the fact mentioned in
Domesday that “Lude” possessed a bailiff (prepositus)
goes to show the existence of the borough in 1086. The
Domesday Book does not mention the castle, which was
probably built by Roger de Lacy soon after the compila-
tion of that record, though tradition assigns it to Earl
Roger de Montgomery. In the reign of Henry II. mention
1s made of burgesses of Ludlow, and in 1221 the town was
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represented at the Assizes by the Provost and twelve
jurors. Eleven years after this a plan was formed for
enclosing the town with a wall, and six years later the
borough is mentioned as possessing its court distinct from
that of Walter de Lacy, the lord of the castle. In 1260,
Geoffrey de Genevill, then lord of Ludlow, was empowered
to levy tolls for five years towards the walling of the
town.

The borough suffered a good deal at the hands of its
powerful neighbours, and the records of the thirteenth cen-
tury show not a few instances of trouble with the
retainers of the neighbouring barons. For example, on
St. Laurence’s Day (August 10th), 1274, at Ludlow Fair,
three men, one the Beadle of Cleobury Mortimer, arrested
and wished to take to prison at Cleobury, Roger Tyrel,
the keeper of Galdeford Gate. In his capacity as gate-
keeper he had refused to let the men pass with the oxen
they had bought at the Fair unless they showed their
tallies. They set upon him, wounded him, and took away
his weapon, and were in the act of taking him with them
as a prisoner when the Bailiff of Ludlow and his serjeants
came upon the scene. The Bailiff of Stottesdon Hun-
dred and his following took the side of the Cleobury men,
and tried to arrest the Bailiff of Ludlow when he ordered
Roger to be released. Altogether we have the picture of
a very stormy fair day, and do not envy the gate-keeper
his post.

The chief trade of Ludlow was cloth, and one of the
first burgesses of Shropshire who built himself a house
and acquired an estate in the country was Laurence de
Ludlow, who, having made a fortune as a cloth merchant
in that town, bought Stokesay. He received the royal
license to crenellate it (ie, make it a fortified manor
house) in 1290. The prosperity of Ludlow probably
began in the twelfth century, for in 1199 the church
was considered too small for the town. Apparently the
first church had been a little Saxon sanctuary built to
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Christianise the mound that had been a place of mark in
heathen times. Mediaval clergy had little regard for the
works of those who had lived before them, and in order
to lengthen their church to the eastward they carted away
the tumulus, and finding in it three early interments, pro-
nounced the bodies to be those of Irish saints, and placed
them in triumph in their new church. Probably the fact
of the De Lacy lords of Ludlow having estates in Ireland
accounted for the supposed nationality of the saints.

The formation of the Court of the Marches under
Edward IV. tended to make the town more and more an
appanage of the castle, holding the same relation to it
in its degree as the town of Windsor does to Windsor
Castle.

Leland, in the first half of the sixteenth century, gives
a long description of Ludlow, and speaks of it as “fair-
walled ” with five gates; and Camden says that there “ the
Lord President doth keep his Courts, which seldom slacken
in business.”

BRIDGNORTH.—The first borough to be founded in
Shropshire after the Conquest was at Quatford, where
Roger de Montgomery, at the request of his second wife,
the Countess Adeliza, built a church in honour of St. Mary
Magdalene, and a house for himself, with a town round
about them. This foundation lasted barely forty years
before it was transferred to Bridgnorth, which was founded
by Earl Robert de Belesme in 1102, when he built the
castle there and transferred to that site the castle and
borough his father, Earl Roger, had founded at Quatford
in the manor of Erdington. The neighbourhood had seen
an encampment of the Danes in the winter of 896, and
Ethelfleda, the Lady of Mercia, had built a castle in 913
at Oldbury, the mound of which still remains. The
chronicler, Florence of Worcester, says that men worked
night and day to build the Castle of Bridge (Brug), and
in 1102 it was strong enough to stand siege from the
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king’s forces for thirty days. After the fall of Earl
Robert, Brug passed into the king’s hands, and remained
a royal fortress for the greater part of its existence.
The borough did not grow up under the shadow of the
castle, but was transferred, with what inhabitants and
privileges it already possessed, from Quatford. Orderi-
cus, in his account of the fact, calls it a town (oppidum),
and the Domesday record of Quatford speaks of a borough

From an) [0/ Engraving.
BRIDGNORTH.

(burgus) there. Henry 1. attached the town to himself by
the grant of various privileges, which were recognised in
1157 by his grandson Henry II. in a charter recited in
subsequent grants. Two years later the only Shropshire
towns that were assessed for a gift (donum) to the king
were Shrewsbury and Brug, the former paying fifty and
the latter ten marks. The following year Shrewsbury,
Brug, and Newport paid forty, twelve, and one-and-a-half
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marks respectively for another similar donum. Before
the end of the twelfth century the burgesses freed them-
selves from the control of the Sheriff of Shropshire, and
became responsible to the king for the annual ferm of
ten marks (£6 13s. 4d.) from the town. In addition to
this yearly sum, the towns were constantly required to pay
levies to the king to meet special exigencies. These
tallages seem to have been generally assessed at the rate
of Shrewsbury paying three times as much as Brug,
which is probably an indication of their relative size and
importance. In 1215, the burgesses were allowed wood
out of Morf Forest for the fortification of their town, and
in 1220 they had a grant of tolls for four years, being
allowed to charge 3d. on every Shropshire cart bringing
articles into the town for sale, and 1d. on a cart from any
other county. Other tolls are also mentioned on pack-
horses, cattle and barges. About this time the burgesses
had a long quarrel with those of Shrewsbury as to their
right of buying undressed cloth and raw hides in Shrews-
bury, the Shrewsbury burgesses being anxious to restrict
the privilege to themselves.

The Borough is mentioned in 1222 as ruled by two
bailiffs, or provosts. The next year the bailiffs of Bristol
were ordered by Henry III. to allow the burgesses of Brug
all the privileges granted them by the charter of his father.
In 1226, the king, having just left Bridgnorth for Kidder-
minster, granted the town a fair on the eve, the day, and
the morrow of St. Luke’s Day (October 18th). This
grant was to hold till the king came of age, which he
did the following year, when he gave a new charter, recog-
nizing many privileges of the town, and granting them
a Gild Merchant, with the clause that if any man born a
serf should come to live and hold land in the borough,
and be a member of the Gild, and pay Zo# and scott with
the burgesses for a year and a day without being claimed
by his lord, he should be free in the borough. The bur-
gesses were to be free of tolls throughout the king’s

D
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dominions, and to hold the royal mill of Pendleston on
the Worf for ever at a rent of £10 yearly. In 1231 the
burgesses received payment for the carriage of forty casks
of wine for the king to Castle Matilda in North Wales,
and for unloading the rest of the King’s wine and storing
it at Brug. In 1256 the borough had two charters from
the king, giving the burgesses further privileges in
managing their own affairs, probably as a reward for their
loyalty to the king in the struggle with Simon de Mont-
fort. In 1321 the castle was taken and held by the barons
against Edward II, but soon after was retaken by the
king, who five years later took refuge there from his
enemies.

The trade of Bridgnorth seems to have flourished
throughout medizval times, but in the reign of Elizabeth
a change in fashion appears to have affected it, and in
1571 an Act of Parliament was passed to enforce the wear-
ing of woollen caps, because by the going out of use of such
headgear was brought about the “ decay, ruin and desola-
tion of divers antient Cities and Boroughs which had been
the nourishers and bringers-up in that faculty of great
numbers of people, as London, also Exeter, Bristowe,
Monmouth, Hereford, Rosse and Bridgnorth.”

During the years of peace of the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries the Market and Town Hall stood before the
north gate outside the walls, but when the Civil War
broke out in 1642, it was pulled down lest it should inter-
fere with the defences of the town, and its successor, the
present Town Hall, was finished during the Common-
wealth,

In addition to the fair on St. Luke’s Day, the town had
the grant from Edward III. of a four days’ fair on the
feast of the Translation of St. Leonard and the three days
following (November 6th).

Leland describes the walls of Bridgnorth as being all
in ruins, and in his account says:—" The Towne stood
by Cloathing, and that now decayed, the Towne sore
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decayed therewith.” Camden only mentions its history
as a fortress. In 1704 it is called a “large and populous
town,” and a “place of great trade, both by land and
water ”; while in 1720 the town is said to be “as famous
for making stockings as any in the kingdom,” and to be
well supplied with “all sorts of artificers, and is very
famous for gun-making.” Its position on the Severn
brought it much trade in the days when all heavy carriage
was conveyed by water, and at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century a considerable amount of boat-building
was carried on there.

OsSWESTRY.—The town of Oswestry, if not actually
of Norman foundation, owes its status as a borough
to the Norman castle built soon after the Conquest. It
is a little uncertain when Oswestry was founded.
Tradition gives it a Welsh origin, but probably it
does not go back to a date earlier than the king
whose name it bears, who was killed in battle in 642.
Domesday does not mention the place by name, but
tells us that the large manor of Maesbury (Meresberie)
was held by Rainald the Sheriff, and that it had a
church and a priest, and a castle work (Castellum Luure),
and was head of the Hundred of Mersete. We gather
from the record that on the spot hallowed in the
popular mind by the death of St. Oswald, Warin, the
Norman Sheriff of Shropshire, had founded a stronghold
and a town, where Welshmen were dwelling peaceably
with their Saxon and Norman neighbours under the
shadow of the church of St. Oswald and the control of
the Norman castle. Warin the sheriff was dead in 1086,
but before his death he gave to the Abbey of Shrewsbury
the church of St. Oswald and the tithes of that town
(villae). The castle was built by Warin’s successor,
Rainald, and in 1086 the manor was valued annually at
the then large sum of 40s., though in the time of King
Edward the Confessor it had been waste. The position
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of Oswestry on the Welsh border brought a chequered
existence to the town, for in the reign of Henry I it
was for some time held by the Princes of Powis, one of
whom in 1148 built, or rather rebuilt, the castle.

In 1160 William FitzAlan died lord of Oswestry, or
Blanchminster, as it was often styled in the twelfth cen-
tury, when apparently its stately church was new, -and
stood a white stone building backed by the timber houses
of the town. Much money was spent on the castle during
the latter half of the twelfth century, and its upkeep was
a heavy charge on its lords, the FitzAlans. In 1173, the
ordinary garrison there consisted of a knight, two watch-
men, two porters, and twenty men-at-arms. In 1216, when
King John, in anger at his barons’ defiant attitude,
ravaged the west of England, he burnt the town of
Oswestry, but apparently could not take the castle. In
1228, mention is made of an annual four days’ fair at
Oswestry, and probably by that time the town was rebuilt.
Some thirty years later John FitzAlan proposed to wall the
town, and had a grant of tolls for five years, but the
walls seem to have been unfinished in 1283, for King
Edward I. in that year gave the bailiffs and burgesses
permission to levy special duties for twenty years for the
completion and repair of the town walls. In 1204-5
Oswestry was taken by the Welsh prince Madoc, but it
did not remain long in his hands, as on June 24th, 1293,
King Edward was himself at Oswestry. In 1302, at the
death of Richard, Earl of Arundel, the castle was said to
be of no value to his estate because of the great expense
of its maintenance.

Unlike Ludlow Castle, that of Oswestry seems to have
never become anything more than a fortress, nor of
greater importance than the borough beside it. The
burgesses were mainly of Welsh extraction, and on the
cessation of the border wars the town flourished and
became an important centre of trade. It was annexed by
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Richard II. to the Principality of Chester, but the change
seems to have been only nominal.

Leland gives a long account of Oswestry, and tells us
that there were no towers on the walls except those at
the gates, and that the town was moated, with running
water in its ditch. He says the “ Towne standith most
by Sale of Cloth made in Wales” He also calls
Whittington a town, but describes it as a “village in a
valley,” containing a hundred houses. If this is correct,
it was a very large village for Shropshire in the sixteenth
century.

Camden, half a century later, speaks of Oswestry as a
little town enclosed with a wall and a ditch, and fortified
with a small castle. “’Tis a place of good traffic, for
Welisk Cottons especially, which are of a very fine, thin,
or (if you will) slight texture; of which great quantities
are weekly vended here” The old gazetteer of 1764,
England Illustrated, mentions this trade as being then
quite decayed, and the town as poorly built.

Oswestry suffered from disastrous fires in 1542 and
1567. In the latter year two hundred houses are said to
have been burnt down, which possibly accounts for this
lack of stately buildings. The opening of the coach
route from London to Holyhead brought renewed im-
portance to Oswestry, and in 1810 it is described as a
“flourishing little town,” in whose market many webs of
cloth made in Denbighshire were sold, which after being
dyed were used “to supply clothing for the slaves in the
West Indies and South America.”

CLUN~—The Barons of Oswestry were also lords of
another border town, namely, Clun. The manor of Clun
was important and valuable in Saxon times, and under
King Edward the Confessor it was annually worth £25
to its lord, Edric Sylvaticus. During the troubled years
following the Norman Conquest, Edric’s estates suffered
severely, and the yearly value of Clun fell to £4. The
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manor was conferred by William the Conqueror on the
Norman Picot de Say, who enfeoffed three of his knights
there, but kept the greater part of the land in his own
hands. The Domesday record tells us that there was
arable land sufficient for sixty teams, but in 1086 only
twelve teams were being employed. There were several
Welshmen among the tenants at that time, four of whom
together paid a rent of 2s. 4d. There is no mention of
either church or priest, though there is little doubt that
the district had a church in Saxon times. Possibly the dedi-
cation to the warrior saint, St. George, tends to prove that
Clun Church was founded by a Norman baron. We have
the first documentary trace of its existence in a deed of the
latter half of the twelfth century, when Isabella de Say,
lady of Clun, gave the church and its chapels to Wenlock
Priory. The chapels then mentioned are: St. Thomas of
Clun, St. Swithin of Clunbury, St. Mary of Clunton,
St. Mary of Hopton, St. Mary of Waterdene, and the
chapels of Edgton and Sibdon.

The castle of Clun seems to have been built within the
earthworks of an earlier stronghold. In 1160 it was
among the possessions of William FitzAlan (I.), who had
married Isabella, the heiress of the De Says, and from
that time onwards it is frequently mentioned. In 1195
it is said to have been stormed and burnt by the Welsh.
Isabella’s son, William FitzAlan (IL), in 1204 received
the grant from King John of a three days’ fair at Clun on
St. Martin’s Day (November 11th) and the two days
following. During the thirteenth century Clun cannot
have had very peaceful surroundings, but the town was
important as a centre for markets and fairs. In 1272,
during the long minority of Richard FitzAlan, a valuation
was taken at Clun Castle of the manor. The three com-
missioners and twelve jurors reported that:—

Clun Castle was small, but pretty well built. The roof of the tower

wanted covering with lead, and the bridge nceded repairing. Outside
the Castle was a Bailey, enclosed with a fosse, and a certain Gate in the
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Castle wall thereabouts, had been begun (but not finished). The build-
ings in the said Bailey, viz., a grange, a stable, and a bakehouse were in
a weak state. In the town of Clun were 188 burgesses, and 22 burgesses
had tenements in the assartsl of the manor. Clun Market, held on
Saturdays, produced £10 per annum.2 Two fairs of three days each were
held at Martinmas (Nov. rr) and at the feast of SS. Pancras, Nereus,
and Achilles (May 12). They realised £6 per annum.

There were pleas of the Free Court mentioned, and
pleas and perquisites of the Portmote (i.e., the borough
court) ;: —

Robert the Clerk paid the rent for his Smithy in 24 horse shoes or 12d,

and certain of the Burgesses were bound to provide 20 men, each to
accompany the lord of Clun four days yearly on his hunting excursions.

In 1302 the castle was said to be worth no more than
the cost of its maintenance. In the town of Clun there
were eighty-five burgesses who paid a rent to the lord.
There were two water-mills at Clun, one of which -had
been in existence apparently in 1086, as Domesday
alludes to a mill there “serving the court” (serviens
Curiae), but we can only guess what is meant by the
court. In 1326, Edmund, Earl of Arundel, confirmed to
his burgesses of Clun all the privileges they had enjoyed
under his ancestors, and pardoned them for having sworn
fealty to Roger de Mortimer when he had visited Clun
Castle. We find no mention of any wish to wall the town
of Clun, though the borough had its independent life out-
side the fortifications of the castle.

Leland makes no mention of a town here, but speaks
of the castle as having been both strong and well-built,
but somewhat ruinous in his day. Clun is not on the list
of the market towns given in 1764, though it must have
then been a centre of population. There was at one time
a considerable amount of weaving done here, and the site
of the fulling mills for cloth is still remembered. It
finally ceased to be a borough in 1886.

1 Assarts are clearings in the forest.
2 Equivalent to about 4300 a year in modern currency.
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RuvyTON.—The Earls of Arundel had another borough
in Shropshire in Ruyton-XI.-Towns, where in 1311
Edmund, Earl of Arundel, had a grant from Edward IL
of a market on Wednesdays, and a yearly fair on the eve,
the day, and three days after the Nativity of St. John the
Baptist (June 24th).

The Earl had a little before this time obtained from
the Canons of Haughmond seven burgages they had built
in the “new vill of Rutone,” on land given to them by one
of the le Strange family. He seems to have rebuilt the
small castle at Ruyton, which is said to have been destroyed
by the Welsh in 1202, and to have planned the borough as
an appanage of his castle. He gave the burgesses free-
dom from tolls throughout his lands; leave to use the laws
of Breteuil, and to form a Gild merchant, and the right
of freedom for anyone who had held land and paid scot
and lot with the burgesses for a year and a day. The
borough seems never to have greatly flourished, and
though its charter was confirmed in 1429, its trade seems
to have been absorbed by the more important towns of
Oswestry and Shrewsbury. In 1640 a mace was presented
by Richard Kinaston, which, with the copy of the charter
now forms almost the only trace of its dignity as a borough.

CHURCH STRETTON.—In the fourteenth century the
Earls of Arundel became lords of yet another town
in Shropshire—Church Stretton. This had been an
important manor in Saxon times, when it belonged to
Edwin, Earl of Mercia. It suffered during the Norman
Conquest, and its annual value fell from £13 to
£5. In 1086, the manor of 8 hides had a considerable
population with a priest, a church, and a mill. The
Domesday record makes no mention of a castle though the
earthwork on the Castle Hill at All Stretton, and probably
some fortification on the hill where Brockhurst Castle
afterwards stood, defended the Dale in very early times.
In the twelfth century Stretton was in the hands of the
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king, and possessed a Royal Castle under the care of a
Castellan. .

In 1214 King John ordered the Sheriff of Shropshire
to advertise a weekly market at Stretton and a yearly fair
on the feast day of the Assumption (August 1oth). The
men of “ Strettondale” frequently accounted to the King
themselves for the dues of the Manor. The Castle of
Stretton was repaired in 1238, but in less than twenty
years later it had apparently been dismantled, as the
Provost and Jurors of the Manor then reported that there
was no castle, and that the Sheriff of Shropshire had
ordered four men to let dry the king’s fishponds, and had
sold the fish. In a valuation of Stretton made in 1309,
there 1s no mention of any town dues, and the modern
status of Church Stretton seems to have grown out of
its convenient situation as a market for the surrounding
country. The manor, after being held under the king by
a variety of overlords, was given in 1336 by Edward III
to Richard, Earl of Arundel, and remained in that family
till the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

In the time of James I, Bonham Norton, Sheriff of
Shropshire in 1611, was one of the chief men in Church
Stretton, though his earlier life was connected with
London, where he was King’s Printer to Charles I. In
1614-5, he obtained from the king the confirmation of a
grant made in 1337 by Edward IIL to the Earl of Arundel
of a weekly market on Thursdays, and a yearly fair on
the eve, the day, and the morrow of Holy Cross Day
(September 14th). Bonham Norton also built a half-
timbered market house for the town, which unhappily
was taken down in 1839, greatly to the detriment of the
picturesqueness of the place.

Leland calls Church Stretton a “ Townlett,” the same
word that he uses for Pontesbury and for Hodnet.
Camden calls it a little town, and in 1764 it is ranked
among the market towns, and said to have a good corn
market.
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WHITCHURCH.—Whitchurch, like Oswestry and
Ludlow, appears in the Domesday Book under a
different name from the one by which we now know
it. It was then called Weston, and was held under
Earl Roger by William de Warren, a kinsman of the
Conqueror. It had been among the possessions of King
Harold, but seems to have passed to the Norman Earl
with little or no struggle, as it suffered no loss of
value in the change, but from £8 annually in Saxon
times it had risen to £10 under the Norman rule. There
was a fairly numerous population on the 73 hides of the
manor, but nothing that goes to show the existence of a
town. There is no mention of a fortress, but the manor
was probably held by King Harold and by William de
Warren as being important to the defence of the border.
A younger branch of the Warrens held the manor in
the twelfth century, and in 1199 the Sheriff of Shropshire
paid ten merks to the lord of Whitchurch for the “ repair
and emendation of his Castle of Album Monasterium.”
We see from this that a stately church had been built,
and Weston had become known as White Minster. It is
not improbable that the great Earl William de Warren
and Gunnora his wife, who founded the Priory of Lewes
and that of Castle Acre, had provided a church for their
Shropshire tenantry. The dedication to St. Alkmund is
difficult to account for in this case, but local tradition may
have associated Weston with the Saxon Prince, whose
death in battle was regarded as a martyrdom.

In 1240 there is mention of the Castle of Album
Monasterium, which was held by William, son of William
de Warren de Albo Monasterio. Thirteen years later, the
Abbot of Combermere accused William de Albo Monas-
terio and others of stealing his cattle, and the Abbot’s
men in return were sued by Clemencia, widow of William
de Albo Monasterio, for the murder of her husband, the
Seneschal of William de Albo Monasterio, and she also
accused several of the monks of Combermere of violent
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conduct ordered by the Abbot. Three men were outlawed
for the murder, but the abbot and monks were acquitted.

Some twenty years later the lordship of Whitchurch
was held by four heiresses. In the valuation of the estates
of the eldest, it was said to be held under the Earl Warren
by service of the Lord of Whitchurch doing duty as the
Earl’s Huntsman “at the will and at the charges of the
said Earl”

There is at that time no mention of a grant of market
or fair, but in 1284 the lords of Whitchurch had a Free
Court twice yearly, a Gallows, a Market, Fair and Warrea
there. These privileges were called in question eight
years later, when a charter from Richard I. was shown
granting the Wednesday’s market, and the question of the
annual fair was dropped.

One of the heiresses of Whitchurch married Robert le
Strange as her first husband, and her son, Fulk le Strange,
succeeded to her share of the manor, and bought out the
other co-parceners. In 1324 he was lord of the whole
manor, and held it “by service of taking the venison
throughout Earl Warren’s lands in England, at the charges
of the said Earl” The manor is mentioned as possessing
four mills, of which the mill of Whitchurch was to pay
six merks rent to Richard de Leylonde for his life. In
1362 a fair was granted at Whitchurch to be held on the
eve, the feast, and the morrow of St. Simon and St. Jude
(October 28th). The sister of the last Lord Strange of
Blackmere married Sir Richard Talbot, father of the great
Earl of Shrewsbury, who was killed at Chatillon, and
whose bones rest in the Church of Whitchurch. The
Talbots sold their manor of Blackmere in the latter part
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

Leland says that “the Toune of Whitchurch in Shrop-
shire hath a veri good market,” and he notes twice over
that Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, was buried at Whit-
church. Camden also mentions the fact, and gives his
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epitaph. In 1764 it is described as a “ pleasant large and
populous town, with a handsome church,” and i1n 1824
the principal trade was said to be the “ making shoes for
the Manchester market, and malting.”

SHIFNAL.—The chief Shropshire property of the
Talbot family lay on the east side of the county, near
Shifnal and Albrighton. Shifnal, or rather Idsall, as it was
generally called in the Middle Ages, was a manor of the
Saxon Earls of Mercia, and brought Earl Morcar £15 a
year. It passed to the Norman Earl Roger, but during the
troubles of the Conquest its value fell to 6s. In 1086 it
had recovered its original value in the hands of Robert
FitzTetbald, who held the manor under Earl Roger. On
the 73 hides there were 36 teams, and a population of
26 serfs, 37 villeins, 3 bordars and 3 radmans, which, if
we calculate as each representing a household of five,
makes a number of nearly 350, in addition to which there
would possibly be servants of Robert Fitz-Tetbald on
his demesne land. The collegiate Saxon Church of
Idsall was probably ruined in the troubles, and not yet
restored in 1086, as Domesday makes no mention of either
church or priest. The manor wood was sufficient for
fattening three hundred swine, but the manor mill is not
mentioned. The De Dunstanvills were lords of Shifnal in
the twelfth century, and the first Walter de Dunstanvill
about 1175 gave the Mill of Idsall to Wombridge Priory,
saving the right of free grinding for his own house, and for
others who had a similar right. The third Walter de
Dunstanvill in 1244 had a grant of a market and fair at
Idsall This right to a fair and market was called in
question some fifty years later, and in 1315 a second
charter was given, allowing a market on Mondays and
Fridays, and two fairs, one on the eve, the day, and the
morrow of the feast of the Holy Trinity, and the other
on the eve, the day, and the morrow of Michaelmas. In
1470 this grant of a market and two fairs was renewed to
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John, Earl of Shrewsbury. The Earls of Shrewsbury
remained lords of the manor till 1606.

Leland makes no mention of a town of Shifnal, but
says that the Earls had here a “ Manor Place of Tymber
and a Parke,” where George, Earl of Shrewsbury, was
born, and where James Talbot died from wounds received
in the battle of Northampton.

The Lay Subsidy Roll of 1327 shows a large popula-
tion in Shifnal and its hamlets. Four of the inhabitants
are called “le Tournour,” and probably represent the
makers of wooden cups and platters, an important
industry in the days when metal was costly and fine
pottery rare.

In 1592, Shifnal, like Newport and Oswestry, suffered
from a fire, which nearly destroyed the town, and did great
damage to the church.

The heyday of the prosperity of Shifnal was during
the coaching days, when it was the junction on the
Holyhead road for Madeley, Bridgnorth, Newport, and
their neighbourhood. When the railway came this was
changed. Its markets failed, with Wolverhampton on one
side and Wellington on the other, and its trade followed to
a great extent.r

ALBRIGHTON.—The later Earls of Shrewsbury had
an interest also in the borough of Albrighton, near
Wolverhampton, which has now ceased to carry the
status of a town. This was a small manor, before
the Conquest held by two Saxons, which was waste
when it came to Norman Venator, who held it under
Earl Roger. In 1086 it was valued at 16s. annually.
Norman Venator’s heirs seem to have been the family
of De Pitchford, who held Albrighton till 1303, when
Ralph de Pitchford sold the manor to Sir John Tregoz,
of Ewyas Harold, in Herefordshire. Ralph de Pitch-
ford claimed the right of holding a market and fair
by a charter of Henry IIL to his grandfather. In 1313,
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John de la Warre, the heir by marriage of John Tregoz,
claimed a market on Tuesdays, and a four days’ fair, but
the king’s charter in answer to his claim limited the fair
to three days: the eve, the day, and the morrow of the
Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr (July 7th). At
the close of the fifteenth century Albrighton was in the
hands of the Talbots. In 1663 the manor was confirmed
to them, and Lady Mary Talbot gave a mace to the
borough, which received a royal charter from Charles IL
Albrighton Fair seems to have been of note, for the
Chelmarsh register has the entry :
July 7th, 1597. S* William Wood, Clerke, Vicar of Chelmarsh, buried,
being Abryton Fayre daye.

Leland speaks of Albrighton Park, where Sir John
Talbot had a house on the way from Shrewsbury to Lon-
don, “toward Hampton Village,” at Pepperhill.

In 1824 there were four fairs held, at which a good
deal of business was said to be done. The Market House
was still in existence at the beginning of the nineteenth
century. It is described by the Rev. J. B. Blakeway! as
standing in the centre of the town, and having two arches,
with an upper room in which the business of the Corpora-
tion was usually transacted, and under the arches below
was the town prison, called the “Crib,” and a pair of
stocks. The Court of the Manor, and other public assem-
blies were held in the “Toll Shop,” which stood in the
centre of the street facing the market house. It was a
spacious building with a belfry at one end. In the large
room under the Toll Shop the body of the Duchess of
Shrewsbury lay in state in 1726, The tolls of the fairs
in the latter part of the eighteenth century were given to
a Mr. John Broomhall to pay for the education at his
school of six boys belonging to the borough.

1 “History of Albrighton.” Skropskire Archaological Society’s Trans-
actions, 2nd series, vol. xi., p. 34.
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- NEWPORT—Newport, also on the Staffordshire border,
is a borough of royal foundation, dating from the reign
of King Henry L, who founded it on his great manor of
Edgmond as a centre for trade. It had its Franchises
and Customs in his reign, and possessed a priest and a
church, confirmed before 1148 as a possession of the
Abbey of Shrewsbury. Henry IL, about 1165, gave a
Charter to Newborough (Novo Burgo), confirming the
liberties they had enjoyed under his grandfather. The
name of Newborough is always used till the beginning
of the thirteenth century, Newport first appearing in 1221,
and then for some years both names are used indifferently,
though Novus Burgus is the favourite form.

The Burgesses of Newborough held their town by the
service of conveying to the King’s Court, wherever it
might be, the fish taken in the great fishpond (Vivary) of
the town, and the Keeper of the King’s Vivary was one
of the most important men in the place. In 1227 King
Henry III. granted the manor of Edgmond and the town
of Newport to Henry de Audley and his heirs, and the
custom of taking the fish was continued as a service due
to the Audleys. About 1250, James, son of Henry de
Audley, on the payment of £5 by the burgesses, allowed
that the obligation of the burgesses should only be to
take the fish within the boundaries of Shropshire. In 1282
there is mention of a market at Newport, and of the
Vivary and Mill. Five years later Edward I. confirmed
the charter of Henry II, and the claim of the burgesses
to have a Merchant Gild seems to have been allowed.

In 1317 Nicholas de Audley (II) is mentioned as
having received 60s. for the tolls of the market and fairs,
but the fair days are not given.

Edward II, in January, 1321-2, granted a charter to
Newport: “for the love I bear to Robert Levere, burgess
of the said borough and our host there,” and a manuscript
record says that in the fifteenth year of his reign the king
“lay at the Antelope in Newport, one Robert Levere, a
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merry host, being master of the inn, who so pleased his
majestie in his entertainment, that for the sake of this
jolly landlord, the town had their charter renewed from
Salop.” )

Newport, like other Shropshire towns, suffered severely
from fire, and in May, 1665, the greater part of the town
was burnt down, including 160 houses and the Market
House, built in 1632 by William Barnefield “ to sell butter
and cheese in.”

Leland places Newport among the market towns of
Shropshlre, and says that within a mile of the town was

“goodly Mere or Poole” In 1764 there is no mention
of the pool, but the town is said to be “a good town, with
a free grammar school, and also a free school for the poor
children of the town.” Newport, like Clun, ceased to be
a borough in 1886.

CLEOBURY MORTIMER—Medizval barons were fully
awake to the desirability of encouraging trade as it was
then understood. Following the example of the king,
they gave privileges to such gilds as might exist in
the towns with which they were connected, and they
encouraged the formation of trading centres on their
estates. The great family of Mortimer possessed in
Shropshire the town of Cleobury, which took its distin-
guishing name from them. The Domesday Book speaks
of it as a large and important manor with a considerable
population, including a priest. The land was tilled by
twenty-four teams, the full number required, and there
was a mill, and a wood capable of fattening five hundred
swine. The manor belonged before the Conquest to
Edith, the Queen of Edward the Confessor, and though
she was dispossessed in favour of a Norman, William
FitzOsborn, who in turn made way before 1086 to Ralph
de Mortimer, the manor had increased in annual value
from £8 to £12. There is nothing in this record that
implies the existence of a town, nor of the castle, which
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was garrisoned against Henry II. about 1154, and was
taken and destroyed by that king, but rebuilt some years
later. Cleobury received the grant of a yearly fair in
1226. The days first fixed were the eve, the day, and the
morrow of Holy Cross Day (September 14th), but for some
reason these were changed to the eve, day, and morrow of
the beheading of St. John the Baptist (August 29th), but
in 1227 the first date was reverted to. The Mortimers
made Cleobury the head of their Shropshire estates, and
in 1266 Roger de Mortimer constituted his twenty Shrop-
shire manors members of a Franchise of Cleobury, respon-
sible to himself and not to the king. The place where he
held his courts is marked by the remains of an ancient
cross! The third Roger de Mortimer became, in right
of his wife, lord of Ludlow Castle, and obtained a grant
of a fair at Ludlow on St Katherine’s Day (November
25th) and four days after, but he seems to have done little
or nothing to aggrandise Cleobury.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth (1581) mention is
made of the borough and the burgesses of Cleobury, when
it was enacted that each new burgess should pay a fine
of 2s. to the lord of the manor (then Robert Dudley), and
the new burgesses should give the other burgesses a
dinner. From Sir Robert Dudley the manor passed in
1608 to the Lacon family. Ten years later Sir Francis
Lacon obtained the grant of a Wednesday market in
Cleobury Borough and three fairs a year. ILeland speaks,
however, of Cleobury as “Mortimer’s Clebyri in Shrop-
shire, a Village and a Parke,” and mentions that it had
once possessed a castle, but says “there be no Market
Townes in Cle Hills” Camden speaks of the castle as
having been demolished by Henry IL, and only small
traces left. In 1764 Cleobury is given as a market town,
with the remark: “it has now nothing worthy of note;”

1 Mrs. Baldwyn-Childe, ¢ Cleobury Mortimer.” Shropskire Archzological
Society’s Transactions, 1st series, vol. ii., p. 42.
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but England Displayed, in 1769, says it is remarkable for
a Wednesday market, and two fairs on May 2nd and
October 27th, for “black cattle, sheep and pigs.”

WEM.—Wem was in 1086 the head of the Barony of
William Pantulf, of whom we read in the pages of Orderi-
cus Vitalis, the Chronicler. It was a manor of four hides,
and had been held in Saxon times as four manors, but was
waste when it came into William’s hands. The value had
been 27s. yearly in the reign of King Edward, and in
1086 it had more than recovered its former prosperity, as
it was worth 40s. There is nothing to suggest a town in
the Domesday record. There were only two teams on
land estimated to employ eight, and the existence of a
hawk’s-aerie and a wood capable of fattening a hundred
swine, with an enclosed portion (a Haye) for game shows
wild surroundings. William Pantulf took the King’s side
during the rebellion of Earl Robert de Belesme, and was
made governor of Stafford Castle. He was succeeded in
his English estates by Robert, the second of his four
sons.

The Pantulfs continued lords of Wem till 1233, but
the manor of Wem was only one among many that they
possessed in Shropshire, Staffordshire, and elsewhere.
The heiress of the Pantulfs married Ralph le Botyler.
In 1281, on the death of Ralph, the manor of Wem
possessed a fortalice, two gardens and two parks, two
watermills, and one windmill The tenants in villeinage
were bound to execute all castle works at the will of their
lord. One item of revenue was the toll paid by traders
and travellers who passed through the manor, and included
potura satellitum—apparently drink for the baron’s men.
Ralph’s widow, Matilda Pantulf, married a second hus-
band, Walter de Hopton, and in 1286 he had at Wem,
by charter of Henry III, a market and a fair! Four

1 One authority says by gift of King John, 1205.
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years later Wem Castle was reported as in ruins, the
market to be held on Sundays (which was changed .to
Thursdays later), and the fair on the eve, the day, and
the morrow of St. Peter and St. Paul (June 2gth). From
the Botylers the manor passed by heiresses to the Barons
Greystock, the Lords Dacre, and the Earls of Arundel.
Thomas, Earl of Arundel in 1636, obtained a charter for
a fair on St. Mark’s Day (April 25th) at his borough of
Wem, to last one day. The town is first called a borough
in the sixteenth century, when it was governed by two
bailiffs. Leland makes no mention of it in his Izinerary,
and apparently went from Shrewsbury to Whitchurch by
Prees. In speaking of his ride from Haughmond to
Moreton Corbet, where he saw “a fair Castel of Mr.
Corbetts,” and so to Prees, he crossed, apparently at Lee
Bridge, “ Roden Riveret, rising not far above Wem village,
a mile from that place.” Camden also speaks of Wem as
on the Roden, with the “site of an intended castle.” The
Gazetteer of 1764 mentions the Grammar School, founded
in 1645, as the most noteworthy feature of the place. In
1677 a great part of the town was burnt down ; 140 houses,
the church, and the market house were ruined, but the
school buildings escaped.

ELLESMERE—Ellesmere was originally a manor of
the Saxon FEarls of Mercia, and after the Conquest
was held in demesne by Earl Roger de Montgomery. It
was valued annually at £10 in Saxon times, but
yielded £20 to Earl Roger, a very large increase in
value. In 1086 it had a large population for that
time, including two priests. After the rebellion of
Robert de Belesme, Earl of Shrewsbury, Ellesmere passed
into the hands of King Henry I, who granted the
manor to William Peverel of Dover, but it was again in
the king’s hands in 1177, when Henry II. gave the land
of Ellesmere to his half-sister Emma, wife of David ap
Owen, Prince of North Wales. In 1203 mention is made
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of repairs to Ellesmere Castle, then held by King John,
who two years later gave it to Llewellyn ap Jorwerth,
Prince of North Wales, in marriage with his daughter
Joan, who, under the title of Lady of Wales, granted it
to be a free borough with all the free customs belonging
to the law of Breteuil! In 1221 Llewellyn received a
grant from Henry III. of a weekly market at Ellesmere
on Tuesdays till the king should be of age.

In the latter half of the thirteenth century Ellesmere
Castle was in the care of the Sheriff of Shropshire. In
1242 money was spent on the castle works, and again,
fifteen years later, when the “ King’s House in Ellesmere
Castle” was also repaired, possibly with the view of a
visit from Prince Edward. In the next year Peter de
Montfort was in charge of Ellesmere, and was empowered
to levy customs for five years for the expense of walling
the town. When Edward 1. was firmly seated on his
throne, he gave the manor for life to Roger le Strange of
Knockin, whose brother Hamo had held it under the king
in the latter part of the reign of Henry III

In 1280, a careful survey was made of the manor.
There is a mention of the Borough Court, and rents of
tenants in burgage. The tenants of Horton paid 2s.
rent, and were bound to victual the men-at-arms in the
castle, and William Smith, of Birch, held half a virgate
there (apparently about 40 acres) by the service of doing
the shoeing and ironwork of teams and mills in the manor,
and, in war-time, of abiding in the castle and forging all
necessary implements. Roger le Strange died in 1311,
and the king took possession of Ellesmere, but in 1330
Edward III. granted it again to the Stranges, with whom
it remained till inherited from the Barons of Knockin by
the Stanleys, Earls of Derby. The Kynaston family were
of note in early days in the neighbourhood of Ellesmere,
and in 1508 Sir Edward Kynaston, Knight, had a licence

1The law of Breteuil seems to have been that of a town of mixed
population.
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from Queen Elizabeth to hold a market on Tuesdays and
a fair at Ellesmere. Leland, who visited the town some
sixty years earlier, says of it:—

From Ellesmere, wher was a Castelle, and very faire Polis yet be.
Ellesmere hath a 4 Streates of meately good Building, privileged with
ij Faires, but no cummun Market now.

Camden mentions the manor, but gives no hint of a
town there, and it is not on the list of market towns of
Salop in 1764, though in 1810 it was said to have a good
market, the principal articles of which were apples, flax,
and stockings.

WELLINGTON.—Wellington was also in Saxon times
an important manor of the Earls of Mercia, and yielded
them £20 a year. After the Conquest it was kept by
Roger de Montgomery in his own hands, and was valued
at £18 yearly. It was of great size—fourteen hides, with
five hamlets, and land sufficient for twenty-four teams, a
valuable mill, and two fisheries. The population was not
large for the great acreage, but included a priest.

Wellington, like Ellesmere, became a Royal manor
after the rebellion of Robert de Belesme, and its revenues
were accounted for to the king by the sheriff of Shrop-
shire. As the years went on, the manor was shorn of
some of its outlying portions, but it was still of large
extent when King John gave it to William de Erdington.
In 1244 Giles de Erdington had a grant of a fair and a
market at Wellington. Some forty years later this grant
was renewed to Sir Hugh Burnell, then lord of the manor,
the day for the market being Thursday, and two fairs
being allowed, one on the eve, the day, and the morrow
of St. Barnabas (June 11th), and the other on the eve, the
day, and the morrow of the beheading of St. John Baptist
(August 20th). At the close of the twelfth century
Arleston, one of its hamlets, had been nearly twice as
large as Wellington itself,! but during the thirteenth

1 Arleston had twenty-four hearths and Wellington fourteen.
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century Wellington seems to have increased. There is no
mention of a town here in medieval times, and the
importance of the manor consisted to a great extent in
its woodland.

Leland places Wellington among the market towns
of the county, and describes it as “toward London way ”
from Shrewsbury. The Gazetteer of 1764 speaks of it as
a market town, but containing nothing of note, though
there are drawings extant of a fine half-timbered market
house of seventeenth century date. In 1824 it is described
as lying in the centre of iron and coal works, with a well-
supplied and much-frequented market, but no mention is
made of the nail making which was at one time carried
on there.

Wombridge was an early centre of coal mining of
which Leland says: “ Coles be diggid hard by Ombridge,
where the Priory was,” but in his day iron was smelted
with wood fuel, and he says: “yerne is made in certen
places of Shropshire, and especially yn the Woodes
betwixt Belvoys and Wenloke.” In speaking of the Clee
Hills he mentions: “ There be some Blo Shoppes to make
yren upon the Bankes of Milbroke,” but the iron foundries
of the Shropshire black country date from long after his
time.

The coal of their manor was a source of income to the
Austin Canons of Wombridge before the Dissolution of
the Priory in 1535, but it was not used for iron smelting
till many years after their day. Tong Forge was cele-
brated for its iron in the early seventeenth century, and
the “Iron Mills” in Condover parish were at work in
1608, smelting iron with wood fuel

WENLOCK.—The borough of Wenlock grew up under
the shadow of the Cluniac priory there, and its burgesses
were the prior’s men, just as those of the Abbey Foregate
at Shrewsbury were the men of the Abbot, having a
distinct corporate life from that of Shrewsbury itself.
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The Domesday mention of the great manor of
St. Milburg’s Abbey, then recently re-founded by Earl
Roger de Montgomery, makes no mention of any town
at Wenlock, and the growth of the borough seems to have
been gradual. In the thirteenth century, in 1248,
Henry III. granted to the Prior of Wenlock a confirmation
of a fair held on the eve, the day, and the morrow of
St. John the Baptist (June 24th), and in 1224 he had
ordered that the market formerly held at Wenlock on
Sundays should be held in the future on Mondays. In
1227 the Prior gave the King twenty merks to have the
three charters of King Richard confirmed to him, and to
have a grant of one fair and two markets. This fair was
the one on St. John Baptist’'s Day confirmed twenty years
later, and the markets were the one on Mondays at Wen-
lock, and one at Eaton-under-Heywood on Thursdays.
Henry III. visited Wenlock several times, and wine for
his use was sent there from Brug (Bridgnorth). Under
Edward 1. the Prior’s right to the fair and markets was
called in question, and also his right to hold a market and
a fair at Ditton Priors. The Prior proved his claim to
the former, but said nothing about Ditton.!

In 1247 the burgesses of Wenlock complained of the
arbitrary treatment of Prior Imbert, and an enquiry was
made. The burgesses then apparently consisted of eight
freemen, who held by old enfeoffment, paying varying
rents to the Prior, and thirty-nine burgesses who paid each
1s. per annum, for their burgages. Some of these had
tenants of their own, who were not responsible to the
Prior, but on whose goods the Prior had laid a claim. He
had also exacted a toll on beer, over and above the
ordinary custom. In 1379 there is mention of the weekly
market and yearly fair, and of the profits of six water-
mills at Wenlock. :

In 1467 Sir John Wenlock, Knight, lord of Wenlock,

1 There are fairs at Ditton Priors held four times a year at the present
time.
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who was killed at the battle of Tewkesbury in 1471,
obtained from King Edward IV. the grant that Wenlock
should be a free borough, incorporated with a bailiff and
burgesses, and that its liberties should extend throughout
the parish of the Holy Trinity of Wenlock. This was
confirmed in 1546-7 by Henry VIIL, and again by
Charles 1. in 1631. The Priory of Wenlock, in 1305,
ceased to be dependent on its parent abbey of La Charité
sur Loire, but its prosperity seems to have then begun to
decline, and Sir John Wenlock was apparently as impor-
tant a man in Wenlock as the Prior, Roger Wenlock,
himself.

Leland notes that Wenlock was a market town “ where
was an Abbey.” He must have been there within a very
few years of the Dissolution, but makes no further note
than that it had been a house of Black Monks.

Camden speaks of Wenlock as famous for limestone,
and in the time of King Richard II for a copper mine.
The Gazetteer of 1764 says it was famous for limestone
and tobacco-pipe clay, possibly confusing it with Brose-
ley, which lies within its liberties. In 1769 the weekly
market was said to be on Mondays, and the four fairs on
May 12th, July sth, October 17th, and December 4th.

MARKET DRAYTON.—Market Drayton also owned an
ecclesiastical overlordship. In 1086 it was a manor of
two hides held by William Pantulf, already mentioned in
connection with Wem. It had only a small population
of two neat-herds, two bordars, and a priest, and there
were only two teams on land sufficient for eight. The
value in Saxon times had been 20s. annually, but
had fallen to 1os. William Pantulf gave Drayton to
the Abbey he had founded at Noron as a cell of the
great Norman Abbey of St. Evroul. The English estates
of St. Evroul were managed by the Prior of Ware in
Hertfordshire, another daughter house of the Norman
Abbey, but not long after the foundation about 1133,
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of the Cistercian Abbey of Combermere, just over
the Shropshire border, Drayton was leased to the monks
there, and they retained property here till the Dissolution.
Under their care the place throve and became a town.
In 1245 Simon, Abbot of Combermere, received the grant
of a market on Tuesdays, and a fair on the eve, the day,
and the morrow of the Nativity of the Virgin (Septem-
ber 8th), in his manor of Drayton,! and other privileges
of a borough.

In the time of Leland, Drayton was a market town,
but he says nothing more than that it was upon Tern
River, and Camden says the same in mentioning the
battle of Blore Heath. In 1764 it was only distinguished
for its market, but in 1810 the canal wharf at Stone, in
Staffordshire, had drawn much of its trade away, and a
small manufactory of haircloth for furniture was its chief
business.

BisHOP’S CASTLE—The town of Bishop’s Castle was
also of ecclesiastical origin, and grew up under the
protection of the fortréss built in the early twelfth
century by the Bishop of Hereford for the defence
of his great manor of Lydbury North. It was at
first known as Lydbury Castle, but in the thirteenth
century apparently the growth of population round it
caused it to be distinguished from the parent village
of Lydbury, and called Bishop’s Castle, or in its
immediate neighbourhood, simply “the Castle” The
episcopal estate covered more than 18,000 acres, and was
reckoned in 1086 as 53 hides, of which 32} were waste.
In the time of King Edward the Confessor the great
manor was valued at £35 annually; later its value fell
to £10, and in 1086 was still only £12. Possibly the
damage done to their manor during the troubles of the

1Edward II. granted to his favourite, Bartholomew de Badlesmere,
a Thursday market at Adderley and a three days’ fair there at St. Peter’s

Day.
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Conquest awoke the bishops to the necessity of building
a castle on its border. In 1223 the castle was ordered
to be in readiness to be held against the king’s enemies,
and three years later the king was himself at Lydbury
on his way from Leominster to Shrewsbury. In 1249
the Bishop had the grant of an annual fair and
weekly market in his manor of Lydbury North, and in
1202 it is mentioned that these were held at Bishop’s
Castle on Fridays, and on the eve, the day, and the morrow
of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist (August 20th).
In 1263, during the Barons’ War, Bishop’s Castle was
stormed by John FitzAlan, Lord of Arundel, who held
it for sixteen weeks, and did great damage to its surround-
ings,. for which the Bishops received no recompense. In
1200 Bishop Swinfield spent four days at his castle here,
but as a general rule the fortress was left to the care of a
constable. Among the duties of the burgesses mentioned
in 1291 was the providing of a man three times a year,
if the bishop wished, to drive the deer for hunting. In
1360 John At Wood was constable of the castle, and was
called upon to find forty men out of Bishop’s Castle for
the wars in France. He received a salary of £10 a year,
and a robe such as esquires of a lord wore, or 20s. in liew
of it; a payment of 6d. a day for the keep of two horses;
2d. a day to keep a porter; and 4d. for every brewing of
ale made to be sold there. In 1304, a grant of Richard II.
gave the borough a market on Wednesdays, and a fair on
November 2nd! and the two following days. Queen
Elizabeth, in 1572, gave the town a charter of incorpora-
tion, and its liberties were confirmed by James I. in 1600.

Leland calls the town “ Bishopes Town, wher is Wekely
a very good market,” and in another place he speaks of
the “very celebrate Market” there. Camden also speaks
of the town as “ well-frequented ” ; and in 1764, the market
is said to be “ famous for cattle and other commodities, and

. 1November 3rd is St. Hubert’s Day, the patron saint of hunting, and
is also the day of St. Winifred.



THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF THE TOWNS 59

much frequented by the Welsh.” The charter of Bishop’s
Castle was renewed in modern days, and the town is one
of the six corporate boroughs of-the county.

MODERN CENTRES.—In addition to these boroughs
and the old market towns, Shropshire possesses several
centres of population that date from modern times.
Broseley and Coalport have been called into existence
by earthenware and china made from the fine local clay,
and have been prosperous places since the close of the
eighteenth century. Iron and coal have brought
inhabitants to Madeley, Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge,
Dawley, Oakengates, and their surroundings. Shropshire
was the first county in which iron rails were made.l
They were used in 1767 by the Coalbrookdale Company,
and soon superseded the wooden rails which had till that
time been in use. The iron bridge that has given its
name to what was originally a hamlet of Madeley was
built in 1770.

The most recent of the Shropshire market towns is
Craven Arms, where in the parishes of Halford and
Stokesay the railway junction has brought a considerable
population, and the name of a coaching inn has become
that of a considerable centre of business, with a Friday
market and several important cattle fairs.

Madeley, which now has a larger population than the
borough of Wenlock, was from Saxon times among the
possessions of the monks of Wenlock, and was frequently
known as Madeley Priors. In 1269 the Prior had licence
from Henry III to hold a weekly market on Tuesdays, and
a yearly fair on the eve, the day, and the morrow of
St. Matthew (September 21st), in his manor of Madeley.
Coalbrookdale was in the parish of Madeley, as were Iron-
bridge and Coalport, all places to which prosperity came
in the eighteenth century. Broseley was an ancient parish

1 Dukes’ Antiquities of Shropshire, p. 83.
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within the Liberties of Wenlock, and its church was a
chapelry of Wenlock Church. In 1379 the Prior of
Wenlock was lord of a third of the manor, and had the
right to each third presentation to the church. The
manufacture of Broseley clay pipes goes back to the
seventeenth century, soon after the introduction of tobacco.
There was a manufacture of pottery in this neighbourhood
in Roman times, but the clays seem to have been little
used, if at all, during the Middle Ages.

Dawley was originally a member of Roger de Mont-
gomery’s great manor of Wellington, and in the Middle
Ages was only a small village, with a fortified manor-house
built in 1316, and a church belonging to the mother church
of Shifnal. Camden mentions Dawley Castle as having
been annexed by Richard II. to the Principality of Chester,
and he goes on to remark : “ Not far from the foot of this
hill, in the depth of the valley, by the Roman military high-
way, is Okenyate, a small village of some note for the
pit-coal” The difficulty of carriage kept the coal pits
from being of great importance, except those within easy
distance of the Severn, but at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century the formation of canals brought increased
prosperity to the Shropshire Black Country, to which the
construction of railways some years later added.

Madeley had possessed a market house in the seven-
teenth century, which the Beauties of England, of 1811,
says had been destroyed “somewhat more than a century
ago,” but replaced in 1763 by a new house some two miles
from the site of the first, where the market was kept near
the foot of the “famous iron bridge.” In 1810 Madeley
had some five thousand inhabitants, and “a work for
obtaining fossil tar or petroleum, from the condensed
smoke of pit coal,” which had been started some twenty
years before by the Earl of Dundonald.

ANCIENT MARKETS.—In addition to the places which
have grown up into towns, Shropshire has several villages
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that have had the right of fairs or markets since at least
the thirteenth century. Bishop Burnell, in 1269, had the
grant from Henry IIL. of a market on Tuesdays at Acton
Burnell, and two yearly fairs on the eve, the day, and
the morrow of the Annunciation (March 25th) and of
Michaelmas (September 2gth). He planned that Acton
Burnell should become a town under the protection of
his manor-house, but this was never carried out. His
nephew, Philip Burnell, some twenty-five years later, had
charters for fairs and markets on his estates at Rushbury,
Wootton (near Stanton Lacy), and Longden, but little
advantage seems to have been taken of the privilege.

Under Henry III. Chirbury ranked as a royal borough,
but it was always overshadowed by Montgomery, its near
neighbour. Burford also was a free borough by a grant
of Henry IIL to Hugh de Mortimer. The burgesses held
by the law of Breteuil and paid to Hugh and his heirs
one shilling for each burgage.

Henry III. granted fairs or markets to several others
of the chief Shropshire landowners. Philip Marmion had
a Monday market at Pulverbach, and a fair on the eve,
the day, and the morrow of St. Edith (September 16th),
and though the market has long ceased, the fair remains.
Thomas Corbet had a Wednesday market at Worthen, and
two three days’ fairs at St. Peter’s Day (June 2gth) and
Holy Cross Day (September 14th). He had also a Friday
market at Shelve, and a three days’ fair there at the
Invention of the Cross (May 3rd). His father Robert, as
early as 1200, had the grant of a Wednesday market at
Caus, and Thomas, nearly fifty years later, had a three
days’ fair at the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr
(July 7th). Henry de Pembruge, lord of Tong, had a
weekly market on Thursdays, and a three days’ fair at
the feast of St. Bartholomew (August 24th). The lords
of Wattlesburgh had a licence in 1272 for a Wednesday
market there, and a three days’ fair at St. James' Day
(July 25th). The lord of Hodnet—always an important
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manor—had the right of holding a market by charter of
Henry III, but had no fair. The Abbot of Haughmond
also had a grant later, from Edward II, of a Thursday
market at Leebotwood, but no fair. The barons of Castle
Holgate had a grant of a market from Henry IIL, and of
market and fair from Edward I. The fair was to be on
the eve, day, and morrow of the feast of Holy Trinity.
Fulk FitzZWarin, lord of Alberbury, had a charter from the
latter king for a Friday market and two fairs, each of
three days, one at the feast of St. Cyriac and St. Julitta
(July 16th), and the other at Michaelmas. The lord of
Burford had a Saturday market and a three days’ fair at
Lady Day ; the lord of Cheswardine a Monday market and
a three days’ fair at St. Swithin (July 15th); of High
Ercall a Monday market and a three days’ fair at the
Nativity of the Virgin (September 8th); of Chetwynd a
Tuesday market and a three days’ fair (granted in 1318)
at All Souls’ Day (November 2nd).

Possibly the proximity to Newport and its inns made
this latter more attractive than it would otherwise have
been. Stottesdon had a three days’ fair at the Assump-
tion and a Tuesday market, and Aston Botterel a Tuesday
market and a fair at Michaelmas. Knockin had also a
Tuesday market and a fair at St. John Baptist’s Day.

Among the privileges of Battlefield College was a fair
on St. Mary Magdalene’s Day (July 22nd), which was an
‘important event in the neighbourhood. Provision was
made for it by building booths, and the “ cryer of the fair”
was a man of importance for the time being.

In addition to these markets and fairs which are
known by documentary evidence to have once existed,
there are several traditional sites in various parts of
the county where markets are said to have been held
in times of plague! One of these is Croeswylan, near
Oswestry, where the tradition may be founded on a

1 Gough’s History of Middle, p. 177.
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memory of a terrible plague year in Oswestry in 1559. A
similar tradition is associated with Benthall Stone, which
stands at some cross roads on the way from Shrewsbury
to Alberbury, about 3 miles from the latter village; and
also with the Butter Cross at Alveley, a wayside cross of
medizval date, which stands at cross lanes, not very far
from the ferry over the Severn at Hampton Lode. Ben-
thall Cross (as it is often called) may possibly have been
the scene of one of the fairs granted to Alberbury, as it
stands on what was once the way down to the ferry that
put the FitzAlan Castle of Shrawardine in touch with the
country about Pontesbury and Westbury. Both Benthall
and the Butter Cross are too far from a town to make the
legend of a plague market very probable, but may they
not possibly both mark the site of some unchartered fair,
only kept up clandestinely in the days when a charter
became a necessity ?

Cressage, though not apparently having any charter
of market, had a market cross, which Mr. Blakeway, the
historian of Shrewsbury, who died in 1826, mentions as
standing within his memory. It was apparently a covered
building, and was removed as having become a centre of
unruly behaviour in the village.

It is now difficult always to see the reason why some
of the centres for markets and fairs became towns, while
others made no use of their opportunities for trade. One
fact is noticeable which may throw a little light on the
evolution of the Shropshire towns, and that is that every
ancient town except Shrewsbury, Bridgnorth, Wenlock,
and Church Stretton, is on the borders of the county.
Shrewsbury and Bridgnorth are on the only natural water-
way, and Stretton on the natural highway between the
north and south divisions of the county. There is a trace
of a line of demarcation crossing Shropshire shown by
customs and folklore, and to some extent by dialect, but
this is of too remote a date to affect the life of the towns.
It is impossible within the limits of this chapter to enter






RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS—MEDIAVAL
AND POST-MEDIAVAL

By THE EDITOR

®

(1) THE SOURCES OF SHROPSHIRE
CHRISTIANITY- ’

N endeavouring to trace some of the chief religious
movements which have influenced the people of
Salop at different periods, and left their mark on it
as a county, it is necessary to go back to an early

period of its history. The first question that suggests
itself is—whence did this part of England derive its Chris-
tianity? We know that there was a British Church which
had its full ecclesiastical organisation in the fourth
century ; and as one of its representatives at the Council
of Arles, in 314, was Bishop of Caerleon, in Monmouth-
shire, south of this county, and as there was a large Celtic
Monastery or College at a later period at Bangor Iscoed,
just over the Shropshire border northwards, there is a
strong probability that the country which lay between
contained at least some adherents to the Christian faith.
Possibly when the ruins of Uriconium are completely
explored, traces of Christian worship will be found there,
as has been the case of Silchester. Whether, however,
Christianity prevailed in what is now Shropshire under the

6
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Roman rule, or not, it was swept away by the Saxon inva-
sion, and its remnants driven westward into the mountain
fastnesses of Wales. The worship of Woden took the
place of the worship of Christ, and the work of conver-
sion had to be begun over again. This work was under-
taken from two different points of the compass. The old
British Church was too paralysed by its misfortunes, and
smarted too much from the wounds which the Saxons had
inflicted, to take any real part in their conversion, but the
work was vigorously undertaken by Celtic missionaries
from the north, whose head-quarters were at Iona, and
afterwards at Lindisfarne, and by Latin missionaries from
the south, who derived their credentials from Rome.

The two streams of influence met in the west midlands,
and it was possibly within the boundaries of the county
that Augustine held the conference with the representatives
of the British Church, at which he gave such dire offence
by his arrogant manner. It is almost certain, however,
that the county in Saxon times derived its Christianity,
not from Augustine’s Roman Mission, but from the Celtic
missionaries who came from the north.

King Oswald of Northumbria, whose death near
Oswestry at the hands of the heathen Penda has been
already alluded to, was the great: friend and patron of
St. Aidan, who came from Iona, and was the first Bishop
of Lindisfarne ; and among the disciples of St. Aidan was
St. Chad, who became the first Bishop of the Mercians,
and fixed the seat of the See at Lichfield But the
strongest proof of the statement that Shropshire derived
its Christianity from the north is to be found in a study
of the saints to whom the churches of the county are
dedicated. There is among them a reminiscence indeed
of the earlier British Christianity. The old Church of
Cressage was dedicated to St. Sampson, who was a Welsh
saint, born, according to tradition, in Glamorganshire, and
afterwards Bishop of Do, in Brittany, among his fellow
countrymen beyond the sea. There exists a well at Much
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Wenlock dedicated to St. Owen,! who was also associated
with Brittany, and there is considerable probability that
St. Juliana, to whom one of the Churches of Shrewsbury
is dedicated, represents a British saint, possibly St. Sulien,
whose name had a similar sound. The traces, however,
of influence from Lindisfarne are much more numerous.
Not to mention the prevalence of dedications to
St. Andrew, the patron of the northern half of the island,
there are numerous churches dedicated to St. Chad at
Shrewsbury and elsewhere, and the dedications to St. Alk-
mund at Shrewsbury and Whitchurch, as well as Derby
outside the county, point in the same direction, for
Alkmund was a prince of Northumbria. ' A stronger proof,
however, is to be found in the fact that two churches at
least in Shropshire—Donnington and Clungunford—are
dedicated to St. Cuthbert, the Apostle of Durham, who
was one of the successors of Aidan as Bishop of Lindis-
farne.

There is yet one dedication which is the most
important of all. On the banks of the Severn, about
four miles from Shrewsbury, is the pretty church and
village of Atcham, memorable as the place at which the
chronicler Ordericus Vitalis was baptized. But it has
earlier associations than that. Atcham is a shortened
form of Attingham, and Attingham is by its etymology the
“home of the children of Eata.” We have no difficulty in
identifying Eata. He was one of the young men trained
by St. Aidan for missionary work among the heathen
Saxons; and so we have in the village which enshrines
his name, and in the church which is dedicated to his
honour, an abiding memory of the self-denying efforts by
which he and his fellow missionaries from the north
restored to Shropshire the light which heathenism had
quenched, and restored it to be wholly quenched no more.?

1 Cf. Miss Burne’s Skropshire Folk-Lore, p. 621.
2 7bid., p. 620.
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(2) MONASTICISM AND THE CRUSADES

We pass to the great movement of monasticism as it
affected Shropshire. The idea that it was possible to live
a higher religious life in seclusion than amid the occupa-
tions of the world was one that developed itself at an early
period in Christian history. Its development, however,
was not uniform, but varied greatly according to national
as well as individual temperament. Its earliest form was
the solitary life of the Egyptian hermit; but it was a
natural and easy step from this to the cloister, which was
intended to combine the devotional life of the individual
with the home life of a community. Shropshire, indeed,
had its hermits all through the medizval period. In the
red sandstone of Bridgnorth, at no great distance from the
town, is a cave which still bears the name of “ The Her-
mitage,” and was inhabited by a series of Anchorites, some
of whose names are recorded, and of whom the earliest is
said to have been a brother of the Saxon king Athelstan.
Haughmond Abbey is stated to have been built on the
site of a hermit’s cell, and, not to mention other tradi-
tions, there was in the time of Henry IIIL, on the Wrekin,
a “Hermit of Mount Gilbert,” whose name was Nicholas
de Denton, to whom in 1267 the king made a grant of
six quarters of corn to be paid by the Sheriff of Shropshire,
“to give the Hermit greater leisure for holy exercises,
and to support him during his life so long as he shall
be a Heremite on the aforesaid mountain.” 1

We pass, however, to monastic life spent in community.
Allusion has already been made to Celtic monasticism as
embodied in settlements like that at Bangor Iscoed, on
the banks of the Dee, but this was rather a college—one
might almost say a university—than a monastery in the
sense in which the word is commonly used. Its members
were far more numerous, and the object of their associa-
tion was more for learning than devotion, and included

1 Eyton’s Antiguities, vol. ix., p. 49.



RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS 69

the idea of missionary effort on behalf of others. They
appear to have had but little in the way of a conventual
rule of life. The development of monasticism proper, by
which is meant the living in community under strict
religious rule, received its chief impulse in Western Europe
from St. Benedict in the first half of the sixth century.
His rule, which became the model for such institutions, was
moderate in its requirements. It included a care for learn-
ing and for devotion, but it attached great importance to
manual labour. Its essential idea, however, in St. Bene-
dict’'s mind, was that of a religious Home.! Whatever the
employment of the brethren—whether in the Church or
in the fields, in the Scriptorium copying manuscripts, or
in the Hospitium waiting on guests—they were to regard
themselves as members of a household, children of a
common home, of which the Abbot was the father and
head.

The Benedictine rule was apparently introduced into
England by St. Augustine of Canterbury, at the close of
the sixth century, but it owed much more to St. Dunstan
in the middle of the tenth. The most opposite pictures of
the character and work of St. Dunstan have been drawn
by his friends and his foes, but though he was no doubt
stern in his ecclesiastical views, and firm in his carrying
of them out, his personal character was without reproach ;
and he laboured both for Church and country with all his
heart at a very difficult crisis. In the State his efforts were
mainly directed to the consolidation of Danes and Saxons
into one nation; in the Church his desire was to raise
the clergy to a higher level, both social and religious. For
this purpose he discouraged the secular clergy who shared
the common life of their flocks, but were under little
or no discipline, and encouraged the regulars who lived
under conventual rule; but at the same time he
endeavoured to reform the lax ways into which the

1Taunton’s English Black Monks of St. Benedict, vol. i., p. 32.
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monasteries had fallen, and give them a higher tone under
strict Benedictine rule.

The Benedictine Order had one abbey of the first rank
in Shropshire, besides two others of less importance. The
two smaller houses were Bromfield Priory, near Ludlow,
and the Priory of Morville, near Bridgnorth; both had
been Collegiate foundations in Saxon times, but Bromfield
became a cell of Gloucester Abbey, and Morville was

APy =
i ¢

L e e R WM g
. T s 33 o .

2 " q

X 3 P

E % % .5
W L

©
AN
9 '
), 1
: : . ‘
5 s 3 o 7 ®
Oy DR Sy 12
e 2 '// . ’ g %/ 4 E
E Z g é.{./é/@.. L. Fr 7z "/Z/’~ iy £
B |4 N Aottt 'W 3
2 . - A AH £
z “s r 4 =
XS, 2= il ;. B
: Y VR e R s
A o G\ gt ¥ 3
e - e 9 el i So e .' =
E e S s S -~ e 5 U
” e ,‘_.- > _ - { R .
R T ey P P DAy YR £

EFFIGY IN SHIFNAL CHURCH.

attached to the Abbey of Shrewsbury, just alluded
to. Shrewsbury Abbey, indeed, was one of the most
important monasteries in England; it owed its founda-
tion to Roger de Montgomery, the great Norman Earl of
Shrewsbury, who, acting under the advice of his chaplain,
Odelerius, father of the chronicler Ordericus Vitalis, and
supported by the influence of his Countess Adeliza, con-
verted the little wooden church of St. Peter, which stood
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just across the Severn, into a stately home for brethren
of the Benedictine Order. It is true, indeed, if we read
between the lines of Ordericus’ narrative, that not only the
credit of the idea of founding the Abbey was due to
Odelerius, but that the larger part of the endowment also
came from him ; but it was his patron’s support which gave
success to the movement, and Roger crowned the work by
himself becoming a brother, and breathing his last within
its walls.

The moderate endowment of its foundation was soon
augmented by other benefactors, until it stood in the first
rank of religious houses, and its mitred abbot took his
place as a baron of the kingdom. In the reign of Stephen
the monks increased the veneration in which the abbey
was held, as well as its revenues, by adding to the relics
it already possessed the body of St. Winefride, which was
brought out of Wales with much ceremony and deposited
in the Church of the monastery in a shrine of which a
fragment still remains. The wealth of the abbey is shown
by the fact that when it was dissolved by Henry VIII. the
annual revenue amounted to about £600—a large sum
according to the value of money in those days. At the
Dissolution, in spite of petitions from the Corporation that
the buildings might be preserved for use either as a place
for entertaining illustrious visitors, or as a college, the
dissolved abbey passed into the hands of lay favourites
of the court, and the buildings were dismantled and ruined.
The portions now remaining are the nave of the Church
(which was saved by the fact that it served the parish
as well as the monastery) and the reader’s pulpit of the
Refectory, with a few other fragments. The nave is partly
Norman, with later additions; the reader’s pulpit pro-
bably dates from the early part of the fourteenth century.l

We pass from the Benedictine Order to its earliest
offshoot, that of Cluny. This had its origin in a desire

1 For further details, ¢f. the author’s Shrewsbury (Methuen), pp. 71-78.
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to bring monasteries into closer relationship to one
another by making them dependent on one common head.
Odo, Abbot of Cluny in the century before the Conquest,
conceived the idea of a confederation of houses over which
the Abbot of Cluny should preside, and to whom all the
other abbots of the Order should render account. The
idea caught the mind of those in high places, and under
the fostering care of the Norman kings some thirty
Cluniac houses were founded in England.

As regards the daily life of the monks, the Cluniac
reform was in the direction of what we should now call
“Ritualism.” They not only professed a more strict
observance of the Benedictine rule than had become
prevalent, but their services were marked by a splendour
and magnificence such as had not hitherto been attempted.

Shropshire possessed one house of the Cluniac Order—
that of Wenlock. Being dependent on another house, it
was always a priory, and not strictly speaking an abbey,
but it became a very wealthy and important establish-
ment.

Wenlock, however, had a monastic history before it
became Cluniac. St. Milburga, granddaughter of Penda,
the pagan king of Mercia, founded and presided over a
nunnery there in the seventh century, which is said to have
been destroyed in one of the Danish raids. This was
restored in collegiate form by Leofric, Earl of Mercia, and
husband of the Lady Godiva, some half-century before
the Conquest. It again, however, fell into decay until it
passed into the possession of Roger de Montgomery, who
refounded it as a Cluniac house. He seems to have
endowed his new foundation with most of the lands which
had belonged to Leofric’s college, but he made it monastic
in the later sense of the word. In the words of Domesday,
“Earl Roger hath made the Church of St. Milburga an
abbey,” and the same document also shows that his founda-
tion of Wenlock was anterior to that of Shrewsbury. In
the first instance it did not depend on Cluny direct, but
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on the Priory of La Charité on the Loire, which was itself
affiliated to Cluny. ‘

Wenlock soon took a high position among monastic
establishments ; and, as was the case with Shrewsbury and
St. Winefride, its monks added both to the veneration and
wealth of their house by discovering the remains of St. Mil-
burga and translating them with much ceremony to their
new church. The result of all this was that by the end
of the thirteenth century it was a richer foundation even
than the Abbey of Shrewsbury.

The fact that it was an alien priory caused it to pass
through troublous times during the period that England
was engaged in war with France, but it was saved from
confiscation by being made denizen—that is, constituted
an English house—in 1395, and it survived till the Dissolu-
tion by Henry VIII, at which period its annual revenue
was £434. It had a small dependent cell at Preen.

The portions of Wenlock still remaining bear witness
to the desire of the Cluniac Order for magnificence and
grandeur in their ritual. The dimensions of the great
church may be traced without difficulty, and the chapter
house is a beautiful specimen of Transitional Norman.
The well head in the middle of the cloister garth will also
arrest attention; while the Prior’s Lodging, though a late
addition to the monastic buildings, presents the unique
spectacle of an ecclesiastical house of the fifteenth century
which has come down to modern times almost untouched,
and s still inhabited. !

The Cluniac endeavour to reform the Benedictine rule
had been followed, as was inevitable, by another in the
opposite direction. If the Cluniacs were the Ritualists of
Monasticism, the Cistercians were its Puritans; and it
shows the tendency of English thought, even in medizval
times, that the number of Cistercian monasteries founded
in England was more than three times as many as of those
belonging to the Cluniac Order.

The Cistercians were represented in-Shropshire by two
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houses—that of Buildwas for monks, and that of White-
ladies, near Brewood, for nuns. The Order had been
founded in 1098 by Robert, Abbot of Citeaux, in Bur-
gundy, with the idea of a return to stricter discipline, and
among the first monasteries founded on the model of
Citeaux was that of Savigny, in Normandy.

Buildwas was founded about 1135 by Roger de Clinton,
Bishop of Chester, and in the first instance was affiliated
not to Citeaux, but to Savigny. In 1147, however,
Savigny was united to the Cistercian Order, and carried
with it the houses dependent on it. Buildwas received
numerous benefactions and privileges in its earlier days,
but it never attained to the wealth of its neighbours at
Shrewsbury and Wenlock.

The Order was noted for its hospitality, and the monks
probably found that their income did not much more than
suffice for their wants. The result was that Giraldus Cam-
brensis!—whose estimate was derived from the monasteries
of the Welsh border—tells us that the Cistercians were
well known for their greed. This view is confirmed in the
case of Buildwas by a story told by Matthew Paris. He
relates a conversation which took place in 1256 between
Henry IIL and the then Abbot.

“How is it,” said the King, “that you have denied me
pecuniary assistance, though I am in need, and, moreover,
ask you as a suppliant? Am I not your patron?”

“1 would,” replied the Abbot, “that you were not only
our patron, but our father and defender ; but it is not fitting
that you should cause us loss by extorting money from us ;
you should rather ask the benefit of our devout prayers,
like the good king of the French.”

“I want both your money and your prayers,” His
Majesty answered.

But the Abbot made reply: “I do not see how that can
possibly be; you must go without one or the other, for if

1 Giraldus Cambrensis’ Works (Rolls edition), vol. iv., p. 120.
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you violently extort from us our substance, how can we
offer for you prayers that are devout and heartfelt? And
prayer without such devoutness is of little or no avail.”

The chronicler, however, goes on to say that the con-
versation had not much effect on the King. He proceeded
quietly (zacitus) to insist on help from all the abbots of
the Order.! 4

There was one direction, however, in which the Cister-
cians, equally with the other monastic orders, gave without
stint, and that was for their buildings. They prided them-
selves on the simplicity of their services, as contrasted
wth the gorgeous ritual of the Cluniacs, but none the less
the architecture of their houses must be the very best
that the age could produce; and so the remains of the
Cistercian houses which have come down to us are among
the architectural gems of England.

The remains of Buildwas are no exception. They are
principally the church and the chapter house, which are
both comparatively perfect, and exhibit all the simple and
massive beauty which belonged to the Norman period as
it began to pass into that of the Early English.

The Cistercian nunnery known as Whiteladies, on the
Staffordshire confines, so called to distinguish it from the
Benedictine House of Black Nuns just over the border, is
of uncertain foundation, but probably dates from the
end of the twelfth century. It never attained to any
great wealth or influence. The present remains consist
of part of the church, and are chiefly of late Norman work,
agreeing with the date of its foundation.?

Neither the Cluniac, however, nor the Cistercian, nor
even the great Benedictine Order itself, took such firm
hold on Shropshire as did that of the Augustinian or Austin
Canons. These had not less than five houses in the county,
of which two were large and important. They were

1 Matthew Paris, Opera (edition 1644), p. 622.
1 2 Whiteladies is within a mile of Boscobel, where Charles II. was
hidden in the oak after the battle of Worcester.
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situated at Haughmond, Lilleshall, Wombridge, Chirbury,
and Ratlinghope. ¥

The Augustinian Canons were not monks in the
same sense as the brothers of the Orders already men-
tioned. As is implied in the word canon they were all
ordained clergy, whereas in the other Orders many were
lay brethren. They also differed in another essential
particular: they were allowed to take cure of souls. This
was possibly in part the secret of their influence and hold
on the people. They had interests outside the walls of
their monastery which prevented them from being wholly
absorbed in the thought of their own salvation, and in
ministering to others they were themselves ministered to.
They derived their name from St. Augustine of Hippo,
in whose writings they professed to find their rule, and as
time went on they became more and more assimilated in
discipline and manner of life to the monks, though their
distinctive features were not wholly lost.

Of the Augustinian houses in Shropshire the two most
important were Haughmond and Lilleshall. Haughmond
1s only about three miles from Shrewsbury, and lies at the
foot of the hill bearing the same name. It was founded
between the years 1130 and 1138 by William Fitzalan,
who was a strong supporter of the Empress Matilda against
the claims of Stephen. It received endowments not only
from Fitzalan, but also from Matilda and her son
Henry II, and among later privileges conferred on it was
a permission to improve the adjoining land, granted by
Edward I. when staying at Acton Burnell in 1283.

There has come down to us an interesting reminiscence
of the life of a canon of Haughmond in the shape of a
collection of poems by one of them. John Audelay, or
Awdlay, was a brother who was living there in the first
half of the fifteenth century. He tells us that he was then
blind and deaf, and that his earlier life had not been all
it should have been. He found amusement for his lonely
hours in composing poems of a religious character:—
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As I lay sick in my languor
In an Abbey here by West,

This book I made with great dolour
When 1 might not sleep nor rest.l

And having thus described the manner of composing
his work, he ends the preface as follows:— '
O look ye, sirs, I ask and pray,
Since this I made with good intent,
Revering God Omnipotent,
Pray for me, ye that be present;
My name is John the blind Awdlay.

Though he repudiates all credit to himself, his poems
contain many wise remarks as well as much devotional
fervour. They throw light also on the later monastic age
by allusions to the unpopularity of spiritual earnestness,
and the need of reformation, though at the same time they
give expression to the monkish detestation of the oncoming
wave of reform as embodied in Wycliffe. Nothing more
is known of his personal life, but we may well echo the
prayer with which one of his poems concludes, and trust
that the blind and deaf old man found the “light at
evening time ” which he desired : —

Make me worthy, Father dear,

That Thy sweet calling I may hear,
In the hour of my parting;

¢“Come unto Me, chosen and blest,

And have the bliss that aye shall last
For worlds without ending.” 2

At the Dissolution, when its income was £294, Haugh-
mond passed into the hands of the Barker family, who
occupied it as a dwelling house. They introduced various
changes and additions, which have marred the original
design and increased the difficulty of tracing it. The
church has almost entirely perished, though the position
of the high altar may be made out by two remaining graves

1 The spelling is modernised.

2 Cf. Pocms by Jokn Audelay (Percy Society); also Abbey’s Religious
Thought in Old Englisk Verse, p. 93.
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of the Fitzalan family. The fine arches of late Norman
work, which led to the chapter house, still survive, and a
part of the domestic buildings, the principal being the hall
of the infirmary, with a fine gable, containing a large
window of Decorated architecture.

Lilleshall Abbey had a history of a different kind.
Haughmond was the foundation of a layman, and was
associated with a distinct political cause! Lilleshall was
the foundation of a prominent ecclesiastic, and was endowed
at the expense of the parochial clergy. It was not
originally Augustinian in the strict sense of the term, but
belonged to an offshoot of that Order, known as Arroasian,
from their first house being near Arras. They were intro-
duced into England about 1140, their earliest settlement
being at Dorchester in Oxfordshire. Shortly afterwards
some of them came into Shropshire under the patronage
of Philip de Belmeis, who was Lord of Tong. This Philip
was nephew of Richard de Belmeis, Bishop of London,
and was brother of another Richard, who, like his uncle,
was an ecclesiastic. While only a boy, this second Richard
had been appointed by his uncle to the post of Archdeacon
of London, and in 1127, though barely of age, he obtained
from Henry I the grant of a valuable prebend in the
church of St. Alkmund, Shrewsbury. One of the estates
belonging to this prebend was the manor of Lilleshall, and
in 1144, or thereabouts, he transferred the Arroasian
canons, whom his brother Philip had brought from Dor-
chester, from their home at Lizard Grange to Donnington
Wood, which was within his own prebendal estate. In
the year following he obtained permission from Stephen
to endow them with all the prebends of St. Alkmund as
they fell vacant, and this large accession of income was
followed by another migration to the Wood of Lilleshall,
and by the building on their new site of a stately abbey.

It will be seen that the foundation of Lilleshall was an

1 Shropshire Archaological Seciety’s Translations, 1st series, vol. xi.,
p. 111.
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example of a system which proved one of the greatest
blots on Monasticism, and went far eventually to alienate
the minds of men from it, and bring about its ruin. It
was the diverting of an endowment from parochial to
monastic purposes, and as might be expected, there was
no love lost between the authorities of the town of Shrews-
bury, which had been despoiled, and the authorities of the
abbey, which had been the gainer by the spoliation. The
abbot had a house in the town, which was traditionally
the fine half-timbered house which still stands in the
Butcher Row near St Alkmund’s Church, but neither the
abbot nor his stately residence could have been any object
of admiration to the one poorly-endowed vicar, who was
left to do the work at St. Alkmund’s, instead of the college
of twelve prebendaries it had previously possessed.

Lilleshall, like Haughmond, had its poet, whose works
have survived till the present day. About the time that
John Audelay was whiling away his hours of blindness
at the one house in the first half of the fifteenth century,
John Mirk, or Myrk, was also writing verses at the other.
Nothing is known of his personal career beyond the fact
that he was a canon—possibly prior—of Lilleshall, but
two works of his have come down to us. One is a collec-
tion of sermons in English, and the other is a poem, also
in English, containing instructions for parish priests. His
instructions throw much light on the manners of the time,
but the character he incidentally gives of the clergy is not
more favourable than that drawn by other writers of the
period. The poem opens as follows:—

God saith Himself, as written we find,

That when the blind leadeth the blind

Into the ditch they fallen boo [both]

For they see not whereby to go.

So priests do now behave by dawe {day]

They are so blind in God’s law

That when they should the people rede [instruct]
Into sin they do them lead.l

1 Edited for Early English Text Society by E. Peacock, 1868. The
spelling is modernised.
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At the Dissolution, when the Abbey passed into lay
hands, the income was £229. The ruins still remaining
are considerable. They consist of the church, which
appears to have been aisleless, and a large portion of the
domestic buildings, from which the plan of the house may
be traced without much difficulty. The architecture’ is
for the most part Transitional Norman, going back to the
period when the abbey was founded, though there are some
details of later date.

Wombridge Priory was founded between the years
1130 and 1135 by William de Hadley and his wife, but
it never attained any eminence or prestige. Its canons
lost nothing in the way of benefactions for want of asking,!
but they were overshadowed by the greater abbeys which
surrounded them. At the Dissolution, Wombridge passed
with Lilleshall to the Leveson family, but the buxldmgs
have entirely disappeared.

Chirbury Priory was later in foundation than Wom-
bridge by about half a century. Its founder was Robert
de Buthlers, Lord of Montgomery, and its original site
was at Snead, just over the border, but as the advowson
of Chirbury formed part of the endowment, and the church
was probably served from the priory, it was moved to
that site. In the reign of Edward I. permission was
granted to remove back to Snead, but the idea was not
carried out.

There is an interesting light thrown on monastic life
by the account of a visit paid to Chirbury in
October, 1285, by Richard de Swinfield, Bishop of Here-
ford, who was diligent in the visitation of his diocese, and
the record of whose work in that direction has come
down to us. In a letter written to the Prior after his
visit, he blamed the brethren for being so vain and
litigious, so given to gossip and wandering about, that
they neither obeyed God nor kept the rules of their Order,

1 Eyton’s Antigquities of Shropshire, vol. vii., p. 36s.
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and he charged him to reduce them to better discipline at
all costs. It is satisfactory to know that the bishop’s
admonitions had their effect. Some two years afterwards
he visited the priory again, and was able to change his
tone. There had been a satisfactory reformation, and
instead of blaming them, he was able to praise their
devotion to God and their kindness to their fellow men.!
At the Dissolution the income of the Priory was less
than £100. The buildings have disappeared.

The last of the Augustinian houses was the little Priory
of Ratlinghope at the foot of the Stiperstones, which was
a cell of the great Abbey of Wigmore, just over the
Herefordshire border. It is interesting as the subject of
a document by Llewelyn the Great, Prince of Wales, in
which he enjoins his adherents to safeguard and protect
it as a house devoted to pious uses.2 At the Dissolution
its revenues barely reached £75.

Old Shropshire, as distinguished from the present
county, may claim also one house belonging to the Pre-
monstratensian Order. The parish of Halesowen, best
known, perhaps, as containing the home of the poet
Shenstone, known as “ The Leasowes,” belonged in whole
or in part to Salop till the middle of the last century, though
surrounded by Worcestershire, and twenty miles or so
away from the main body of the county. In this parish
an abbey was founded in 1215 by Peter de Rupibus,
Bishop of Winchester, to whom King John had granted
the manor. The Order to which it belonged derived its
name from Pré montré—Latinized into Preemonstratum—
near to Laon, in France, and was founded by St. Norbert,
whose object was to raise the tone of the Augustinian
Canons by stricter discipline and more earnest exercises of
devotion. Halesowen Abbey became one of considerable
wealth and importance, its income at the Dissolution
amounting to £337 a year. Some fragments of the

1 Household Expenses of Bp. Swinfield (Camden Soc.), p. cxciv.
2 Eyton’s Antiguities, vol. vi, p. 160.

G
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conventual church and refectory remain, which from their
style must have formed part of the work of the founder.

Of the purely alien priories, that is, priories which
owned allegiance only to monastic houses beyond the sea,
and had no superior in England, Shropshire had one. This
was the Priory of Alberbury, locally known as the White
Abbey. It was a cell of Grandmont in Limousin, in the
south-west of France. Its inmates were monks properly
so called, not canons, and so far as the Order of Grand-
mont was to be regarded as a distinct Order, it was, like
the Cluniacs and Cistercians, a reformed offshoot of the
Benedictines; but it never came near them in importance
or influence.

Alberbury was probably founded between 1220 and
1230 by one of the Fitzwarin family, but as an alien priory
its revenues weré confiscated during the wars with France.
It was in royal hands as early as the reign of Edward III,
and in 1441, at the request of Archbishop Chicheley, its
possessions were granted to his new College of All Souls,
Oxford, to which they still belong. The remains of the
priory now form part of a farmhouse.

It only remains to speak of the Military Orders, and
of the Crusades in which they originated. As regards the
Crusades themselves, considered as a religious movement,
it is probable that Shropshire was much less affected than
other counties which were in closer touch with the conti-
nent; but their influence was nevertheless considerable.

There is no record that the western shires contributed
any large number to the motley crew which formed the
vanguard of the first Crusade under Peter the Hermit and
Walter the Pennyless, but when, a little later, men like
Robert Curthose, son of the Conqueror, assumed the Cross,
there is little doubt that he would have Salopians among
his followers, especially as Robert de Belesme, Earl of
Shrewsbury, was among the friends and supporters of that’
prince. ,

In the second Crusade the effect of the movement
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was more apparent. It is beyond doubt that it was joined
by men of position in the county, for William Peverel,
Lord of Sutton Maddock, was among those who died
in Palestine in the course of it. This Crusade also num-
bered among its victims one who was still better known,
who has been already mentioned in another connection.
This was Roger de Clinton, Bishop of Chester, who had
already founded Buildwas Abbey. He joined the Cru-
sade in 1147, and died at Antioch the following year.

The most interesting glimpse, however, of the relation
of the Crusades to the common life of the times in this
part of England, is given us by Giraldus Cambrensis in
his account of the preaching of a Crusade, in which he
himself took part. It was in the spring of 1188 that
Archbishop Baldwin, who had succeeded to the See of
Canterbury three: years before, determined to pay a visit
to Wales to kindle if possible among the Welsh that
enthusiasm for the Cross which burned in his own breast.!
He chose as his companion Giraldus—whose real name
was Gerald de Barri—who was at that time Archdeacon
of Brecon in the diocese of Menevia, or St. David’s.
Giraldus was in his element. Lighthearted and, above
all, exceedingly well satisfied with himself, he felt all the
importance of personally conducting the Archbishop
through his own country, and his narrative everywhere
shows how he enjoyed his task. The Archbishop and he
began their progress at Hereford, and spent a month in
South Wales. They then passed somewhat hurriedly
through North Wales, and spent Easter at Chester; then,
turning south again, they passed through Whitchurch and
Oswestry to Shrewsbury, where they took a few days
rest, and then through Wenlock, Ludlow, and Leominster
back to Hereford. He speaks of successful preaching of the
Crusade at various places on the route. At Chester “the
Archbishop’s discourses induced several to be signed with

1 He afterwards joined the Crusade himself, and died in Palestine in
1191. :
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the cross and join the Crusade.” At Oswestry he relates
an incident which had taken place there a short time
before, which throws considerable light on the manners
and thought of the period:—

Bishop Reyneriusl [of St. Asaph] was preaching a Crusade; several
had taken the cross and were urging and entreating one of their comrades,
a youth of great bodily strength, to join them. His answer was this:
“When I have avenged my master’s death with this spear which now
I hold in my hand, then and then only will I join you,” by * master”
meaning Owain, son of Madoc, a great and distinguished chief who had
not long ago been done to death by his cousin, Owain de Keveiliauc, under
circumstances of the foulest treachery. As he spoke, mastered by his
anger and a yearning for revenge, he brandished his spear wildly in the
air; it broke off short of its own accord on either side of his fingers and
fell to the ground, leaving in his hand nothing, as it were, except a
handful of the shaft. Amazed and terrified at this portent, which he
interpreted as a most direct call from heaven to him to take the cross,
he hesitated no longer, but there and then volunteered for the Crusade.

At Shrewsbury, the Archdeacon cannot help praising
himself : —

Here, too, thanks to the admonitions of the Archbishop, and the
gracious sermons of the Archdeacon of Menevia, we persuaded many to
follow the cross.2

How many of these cruce signati actually went abroad
it is very difficult to determine. They were allowed under
certain circumstances to redeem their personal service by
a pecuniary payment. The number, however, who joined
the Crusade of 1189 under Richard I. and Philip of France
was large, and among those who fell in the capture of
Acre, which was its principal incident, is said to have been
Roger de Plowden, a Shropshire knight, who had received
a special addition to his coat of arms for his conspicuous
bravery.

1Bp. Reyner was a benefactor to Oswestry, founding a hospital there
in the opening years of the thirteenth century, which he afterwards put
in charge of the Knights Hospitallers. Cf. Eyton’s Antiguities, vol. x.,
p- 346.

2 ¢f. “ Giraldus Cambrensis in Shropshire,” by the Author, in
Shropshire Archaological Society’s Transactions, 3rd series, vol. iii., p. 37.
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In the Crusade of the following century, which was led
in the first instance by Louis IX. (St. Louis), Shropshire
appears to have taken a more distinguished part. The
English leader was Prince Edward, afterwards Edward 1.,
and his military reputation and personal popularity secured
him a large following. Among Shropshire knights who
joined him, in 1270, were Hamo le Strange, Lord of
Stretton, and his brother Robert, of whom the former died
during the Crusade, and the latter apparently returned with
shattered health. It was not long, however, before Edward
himself was recalled home by the death of his father, and
so the last of the Crusades, properly so called, came to
an end. Shakespeare indeed represents Henry IV., nearly
a century and a half later, as proposing to lead an expe-
dition

To chase the pagans in those holy fields
Over whose acres walked those blessed feet

Which fourteen hundred years ago were nailed
For our advantage on the bitter cross.

But by the time the fifteenth century dawned, the day of
the Crusades was gone by for ever, and Henry’s intention,
even if he really had formed it, speedily came to nought.
The Crusades, however, gave birth to two Orders of
military monks—the Knights Hospitallers and the Knights
Templars. Of these the Order of the Knights Hospital-
lers, or Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, was slightly
the earlier in foundation, and lasted longest; but both
were the outcome of the enthusiasm of the first Crusade.
The Hospitallers had their origin in a hospital dedicated
to St. John the Baptist, which had been built at Jerusalem
as early as the middle of the eleventh century for the use
of pilgrims to the Holy Places. After the capture of the
city under Godfrey de Bouillon, those in charge of the
Hospital were joined by others from the Christian army,
and they were soon after enrolled into a religious Order,
their special duty being the protection of pilgrims. It was
a necessary outcome of the time that the Order became
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military, and the result was that men of high rank became
members, and wealth rapidly flowed into their treasury.
Commanderies, as they were called, were established as
branches of the Order, first in maritime cities for the
benefit of pilgrims, and then elsewhere throughout Europe.
After the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin, the Hospitallers
moved their headquarters in 1191 to Acre, whence a
century later they retired to Cyprus, and thence to Rhodes,
and finally to Malta.

The Templars had a shorter term of existence. They
took their rise in 1119, when a small body of French
knights who had accompanied Godfrey de Bouillon bound
themselves to protect the Holy Places, and those who
visited them. They were assigned quarters on the site
of the Temple, and hence received their name. Their
growth as an Order resembled that of the Hospitallers,
between whom and themselves there grew up the fiercest
jealousy. Their bravery became a pattern to Europe, but
their independence of episcopal authority, combined with
their wealth and haughtiness, brought on them almost
universal detestation,! and in the opening years of the
fourteenth century they were suppressed, their suppression
being marked, especially in France, by circumstances of
great barbarity.

Shropshire had two establishments belonging to these
military orders, one at Lydley Heys, in the parish of Car-
dington, near Church Stretton, and the other at Halston,
between Oswestry and Ellesmere. The manor of Lydley
Heys passed into the possession of the Templars, and
became a Preceptory of that Order about the year 1155.
At their suppression in 1308 it became the property of the
Hospitallers, from whom, however, it soon passed to the
Earl of Arundel

The history of Halston is more obscure. That, too,
is said to have belonged to the Templars, but if so it

1 Readers of Scott will remember his character of the Templar, Sir
Brian de Bois-Guilbert, in Zvankoe,
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passed to the Hospitallers at an early period, for it was
in their possession in 1221. No buildings remain in either
instance, but at Halston a trace of its history is to be found
in the fact that the little Church remained extra-parochial,
and therefore independent of episcopal authority, down to
modern times.

In following this sketch of monastic history, it will be
noticed that the largest proportion of religious houses were
founded in the most turbulent period of feudalism,
especially during the anarchy of Stephen’s reign. The fact
illustrates the value of the monastic system when it was
at its best. Monasteries were the resting-places for travel-
lers when there were few or no inns; they supplied the
wants of the poor when workhouses were undreamed of ;
they multiplied books and kept learning alive before the
age of printing; but beyond this, in times of feudal
oppression their walls were the refuge of the weak, and
of those for whom the temptations of the world had proved
too strong. It was well that those who had not strength
to fight should have opportunity to pray, and that those
whom the world had soiled should have quiet opportunity
to repent. Roger de Montgomery, retiring to his founda-
tion at Shrewsbury, was only one instance among many of
such a desire, and we must judge it by the light of that
age and not our own.

It is a beautiful picture which Tennyson has drawn in
his Idylls of the King, when he tells how Guinevere came
back to a pure life in the nunnery of Almesbury:—

They took her to themselves; and she
Dwelt with them, till in time their Abbess died.
Then she, for her good deeds and her pure life,
And for the power of ministration in her,

And likewise for the high rank she had borne,
Was chosen Abbess; there, an Abbess, lived

For three brief years, and there, an Abbess, passed
To where beyond these voices there is peace.l

1 Tennysen, Idylls of the King, ‘ Guinevere.”
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(3) THE FRIARS AND LOLLARDS

By the time when the twelfth century closed, the best
work of the monastic system was done. This indeed would
not have been allowed by its members at the time, for
monastic houses went on long after that period increasing
both in number and outward prosperity, but we who look
back over the centuries have no difficulty in arriving at the
conclusion stated. The growth of the spiritual life of the
monks had not kept pace with the growth of material pros-
perity. It had become the object of the monasteries to be
great landowners—their granges in various parts which
required supervision brought laxity of discipline to those
to whom the charge was committed, and who were thus
removed from supervision themselves—while, within the
wall of the monastery, wealth brought its accompaniment
of increased luxury.

It was not long before the inevitable reaction set in,
and the religious life of the nation was revived by the
coming of the Friars. This movement, it will be remem-
bered, owed its origin to two leaders who, differing in race
and country, and with different ends in view, arrived about
the same time at similar conclusions as to the wants of
the age and the methods by which those wants should be
met. One was St. Dominic, a Spaniard, born in 1170; the
other was an Italian, St. Francis of Assisi, born in 1182.
The object with which St. Dominic set out was the
conversion of heretics, that of St. Francis was the help of
the poor and needy, and the method which suggested itself
to both was personal association with those whom they
desired to influence, and willingness to share their lot,
however humble and however degraded.

The essential idea of the work of the Friars was not,
as in the monastic system, the care of the individual soul,
but ministration to the wants of others; and in the case
of St. Francis in particular, this enthusiasm to follow in
the steps of the Divine Master “Who came not to be
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ministered unto, but to minister,” reached such a point
that, according to tradition, his body caught the enthusiasm
of his spirit, so that his hands and feet and side became
marked with the stigmata of the Master’s Passion.

There were points of difference of detail in connection
with the work as sketched in the minds respectively of
St. Dominic and St. Francis, but when each had founded
an Order, the work of both became practically the same,
as they mutually influenced one another. The Franciscans
rose to a proper appreciation of the value of learning,
which St. Francis himself had despised, and the Domini-
cans adopted the vows of poverty which originated with
St. Francis.

Their sphere of work was in direct contrast to that of
the monks, being almost entirely confined to the towns.
In these there had been gradually growing up a mass of
humanity almost outside religious influence. The develop-
ment of “slum ” life had begun, and to the Friars is due the
credit of making the earliest effort to cope with it. For
a century or more before their coming, the towns had been
growing in size and importance, but alongside of the
prosperous trade gilds there grew up a population of
workers who did not come under their fostering care,
whose work was precarious and their wages uncertain;
and to these were added the vagabonds who had made
the country too hot to hold them, and sought to hide
themselves from various penalties among the more crowded
population of the town. This refuse of city life naturally
found a home in the most insanitary quarters, where wits
indeed were sharp, but where filth and loathsome diseases
reigned unchecked. This mass of degraded humanity,
however, was exactly what appealed to the wide charity
of men like St. Francis, and before the middle of the
thirteenth century settlements of Friars were to be found
in most of the towns.

The Franciscans, or Grey Friars, had houses at Shrews-
bury and Bridgnorth; the Dominicans, or Black Friars,
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at Shrewsbury ; the Carmelites at Ludlow ; and the Austin
Friars (who must not be confused with the Austin Canons)
had no less than three settlements in the county, namely,
at Shrewsbury, Ludlow, and Woodhouse, near Cleobury
Mortimer.

The Carmelites, also known as White Friars, derived
their name from Mount Carmel, where a settlement of
hermits had been formed in the time of the Crusades, and
being driven out of Palestine by the Saracens, became
identified with the Friars, and were approved as such by
Pope Innocent 1V, about 12350.

The origin of the Austin Friars, or Friars Eremites, is
somewhat obscure, but the Order seems to have been
formed by the union of several smaller bodies, effected by
Pope Clement IV. about 1263.

The above-mentioned were the four principal Orders.
There were several others of less importance, but as they
had no settlements in Shropshire they need not be noticed
here. :
A study of the sites chosen by the Friars in all the
Shropshire settlements goes to throw light on their work.
They generally took up their abode in the most uninviting
quarters of the town, on the river marsh, or by the town
ditch, on ground that was more or less waste. There are
only two exceptions to this, and one of them is doubtful.
The site of the Dominican house at Shrewsbury, below
the present Infirmary, had some pleasant surroundings, but
it was near the river, and probably liable to floods. The
only real exception is the site of the Austin Friars’ settle-
ment at Woodhouse. This is in the country, not in a
town, but the choice may perhaps be accounted for by
the fact that the Order was formed by the amalgamation
of several existing bodies, and that in the latter half of
the ffteenth century, which is the date of the only exist-
ing record of its belonging to the Austin Friars,! the

1 Skropshire Archeological Sociely’s Transactions, vol. ii., Ist series,
p. 52. ; .
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Order had not only spread widely, but had lost some of
its primitive simplicity.

The Dominicans and Franciscans had both begun their
work in England between 1220 and 1225, and it at first
was an untold boon to those among whom they laboured.
Their preaching and ministration brought hope to the
leper and the outcast, and taught the sin-stained the
gospel of pardon and peace; while their poverty was the
sign of the reality of their sympathy.

But the system had its elements of weakness. The
Friars began by living on the alms of the people, they
ended in being professional beggars ; they began by caring
for those who had been outside the care of the parish
priest, they ended in deliberately undermining and thwart-
ing his work. The result was that by the close of the
fourteenth century the system had become wholly dis-
credited, and the name of friar was regarded as almost
synonymous with ignorance, mendacity, and vice. Indeed,
by that time the religious life of the country had again
fallen to a low ebb. To see this we have only to turn to
the pages of two contemporary poets, who were born and
died within a few years of each other, and have left us a
striking picture of the time. One was William Langland,
author of the Vision of Piers Plowman, the other
was Geoffrey Chaucer. Langland’s poem is of special
interest to Salopians, inasmuch as he was probably a
Salopian himself, born at Cleobury Mortimer about 1332.
His long allegorical poem, written in alliterative metre,
consists of a series of visions, in which he incidentally
describes, in the spirit of true satire, the abuses, civil and
religious, which abounded in the second half of the four-
teenth century. Many of these were faults of human
nature confined to no one period of history, but others
were characteristic of the time, and the Friars came
repeatedly under his lash. For example, in the opening
vision of the “Field Full of Folk” he saw
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Friars of all the four Orders,

Who preached to the people for personal profit,

As it seemed to them good, put a gloss on the gospel,
And explained it at pleasure; they coveted copes.l

And later on he introduces a friar as ready to confess
and absolve Lady Meed (that is Bribery) for a pecuniary
consideration, without any regard to penitence :—

Tho’ falsehood had followed thee for fifty years,
I soon would assoil thee for a sackful of wheat.

But along with the Friars he introduces another
ecclesiastical character whose influence for evil was still
worse. This was the Pardoner, who went up and down
the country selling pardons or indulgences.

There preached too a pardoner, a priest as he seemed,
Who brought forth a bull, with the bishop’s seals,

And said he himself might absolve them all

Of falsehood in fasting, or vows they had broken.

The laymen believed him, and liked well his words,
Came up and came kneeling, to kiss the said bull:

He blessed them right bravely, and blinded their eyes,
And won with his roll both their rings and their brooches.

If we turn to Chaucer, who was born within ten years
of Langland, and probably died in the identical year of
his death, we find the same. characters and the same
abuses.

Among the pilgrims who assembled at the Tabard Inn
in Southwark to take their journey together to the Shrine
of St. Thomas at Canterbury, as related in his Prologue,
were both a friar and a pardoner as well as a monk and
a nun. The poet has depicted all in unfading colours,
but only a few allusions can be made here.

Chaucer’s Friar, like Langland’s,

1Quoted from Zke Vision of Piers Plowman done into Modern
English, by Professor Skeat.
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Had power of confession
As said himself, more than a curate,
For of his order he was licentiate.
Full sweetly heard he confession,
And pleasant was his absolution.
He was an easy man to give penance,
There as he wist to have a good pittance
Instead of weeping and prayers
Men might give silver to the poor friars.

His Pardoner, too, had his wallet
Brimful of pardons come from Rome all hot,

together with a store of relics which he found very profit-
able for the extraction of money from the pockets of the
faithful. The prominent feature of the poet’s portraits
of the monk and nun of his time is their air of prosperity.
The world went well with them both, as shown alike in
their manners and their dress. In her case it is only
politely hinted that she was of goodly proportions, but he
is more bluntly described : —

He was a lord full fat and in good point.

We must not, however, from this think that everyone
was degenerate, and that the salt of religious life had
wholly lost its savour. Langland has given us in his hero,
Piers the Plowman, the picture, drawn from contemporary
life, of one who had followed truth for fifty long years,
who whether he digged or delved, sowed or reaped, did
everything from Christian motive; while as to Chaucer,
there is no more beautiful character to be found in
English literature than his picture of the parson or secular
parish priest—a man poor in substance but rich in holy
thought and work—who did not allow rain or thunder
to prevent his trudging to the furthest end of his wide
and scattered parish to visit his parishioners in sickness
or distress; who instead of going to London in search
of preferment, stayed at home to shepherd the flock
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committed to him; who, in a word, sought no honour
for himself,

‘But Christ’s lore and His Apostles twelve,
He taught, but first he followed it himselve.

Many causes, however, were now at work to bring
about a change in religious thought and feeling. The
concluding years of the fourteenth century were a period
of unrest for various reasons, social and political, as well
as ecclesiastical. In the political world the power had
gradually passed out of the hands of the baronage into
those of the commons, while social changes had put life
into the classes below.

The havoc wrought by the Black Death, whose ravages
it is hardly possible to exaggerate, with its result of short-
ness of labour and demands for higher wages, awakened
aspirations which culminated in the Peasants’ Revolt in
1381. And along with this social and political awakening,
knowledge was making itself more widely felt. Men
began to think and write in the homely English tongue,
which appealed to all, and when writers like Langland and
Chaucer showed up abuses in Church and State in
language which all could understand, the doom of those
abuses was sealed, however long the end might be delayed.
It was reserved, however, for Wycliffe to impart the final
impulse to this current which had set in. He did this
when, about 1380, he issued the first translation of the
Bible in English; and by degrees he became the central
figure of the movement, especially in its religious aspect.

John Wycliffe was a man of whose character and work
very various estimates have been formed, and it is beyond
the scope of this chapter to discuss them in detail. None
can dispute his influence, whether they approve of it or
not. He stood in the first rank of learned men at Oxford,
and he set himself resolutely to face the problems of his
time. It was impossible for him to be satisfied with
things as they were, either in Church or State. Men were
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tired of the tyranny of the Papal See, and when to the
other abuses which had grown up the Papacy added the
scandal of two rival Popes, one at Rome and one at
Avignon, each claiming equal power over the Church,
thoughtful men like Wycliffe easily broke free from their
allegiance. At first he was only a reformer, anxious to
get rid of abuses in practice, but by degrees he went
further. He felt that the influence of his sworn enemies,
the monks and friars, had its roots not in practice but in
doctrine—in the sacerdotal claim which derived its power
from the prevailing view of the Mass—and he went on to
attack the doctrine of Transubstantiation, and other dogmas
closely connected with it. Not only by his own preaching
from his pulpit at Lutterworth and by the publication of
pamphlet after pamphlet, but by means of “poor
preachers,” whom he organized and sent out, in imitation
of the friars, he endeavoured to bring his teaching home
to the common people. His followers became known as
Lollards, and Lollardry took firm hold of Shropshire, as it
did more or less of all the midlands, between the Thames
and the Trent. '

The evidence of this is somewhat fragmentary and
circumstantial, but it appears conclusive. It groups itself
largely round two names, who were regarded by one party
as heretics, and by the other as martyrs for the truth.
The first of these was William Thorpe, a priest who comes
into notice in the year 1407, when he preached a sermon
in St. Chad’s Church, Shrewsbury, in which he inveighed
strongly against the abuses of the Church, and promul-
gated the special views held by the Lollards on the sacra-
ment of the altar and other matters. It is not probable
that he took this bold step without encouragement. Sir
Roger Acton, who sympathized with his views, resided in
the town,! and Thorpe himself was probably connected
with the neighbourhood. His views did not indeed meet

1 Owen and Blakeway’s History of Shrewsbury, vol. i., p. 202 [note].
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with encouragement from the town authorities, for he was
thrown into prison, and a few weeks later was removed to
Lambeth, when he was arraigned before the Archbishop
of Canterbury on a formal complaint from the Bailiffs and
Common Council. This Archbishop was Thomas Arundel,
brother of Richard Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel, and as such
was well acquainted with Shrewsbury and the neighbour-
hood. Thorpe’s examination before him is given in detail
in Foxe’s Acts and Monuments, and the Archbishop’s ques-
tions seem to show that he was speaking from personal
knowledge. He appears, moreover, anxious not only to
be fair to his prisoner, but if possible to give him a loop-
hole of escape from the consequences of his opinions; and
as there is no record of any further punishment being
inflicted on Thorpe, and no record of his recanting them,
there is at least a probability that local influence was
sufficiently strong to procure his release.

The other prominent Lollard around whom interest
centres was a man of higher position and greater influence.
This was Sir John Oldcastle, known also by courtesy as
Lord Cobham from his having married the heiress of that
title. It. may be well, however, in passing, to allude to
some other men of position in this part of England whose
fostering care did much to promote the spread of the
new opinions. At a period somewhat before that in which
Sir John Oldcastle became conspicuous as a Lollard, more
than one of the contemporary chroniclers mention among
the English nobility and knighthood the following as
favouring Lollardry : —Richard Stury, Lewis Clifford, John
Clanvowe, Thomas Latimer, and John Montague! Two
at least of these held property in Shropshire. The family
of Stury belonged to Rossall, near Shrewsbury, and were
closely associated with the town itself. This same Richard
Stury was one of the twelve burgesses appointed by the
Bailiffs and commonalty of the Town of Salop, under

1 Walsingham gives these names twice with a slight variation, vol. ii.,
P- 159, and p. 216; Trokelow also, p. 174 (Rolls series).
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the advice of the Earl of Arundel, in the year 1381, as a
Committee to reform abuses and secure better order among
the inhabitants ; and another Richard Stury, apparently his
grandson, was one of the first aldermen of the borough, and
served the office of bailiff no less than four times.!

The family of Clifford originally belonged to Here-
fordshire, where, at Clifford Castle, on the Wye, near to
Hay, tradition says that Rosamund Clifford—the “Fair
Rosamund” of Henry II—was born. In connection with
her the family came into their Shropshire estates, Henry
having granted to her father the important Manor of
Corfham in Corvedale in the year 1178.2

It will be seen that if the representatives of families
like these gave their support and favour to the Lollards,
the system would not fail to gain a secure footing, both
in Shrewsbury and the county generally. And this pro-
bability is increased when we turn to study the career of
Sir John Oldcastle himself. Though it does not appear
that he possessed any property actually in Shropshire, he
was closely connected with its borderland. He was pro-
bably born at no great distance from its southern boundary,
where his family were Lords of the Manor of Almeley,
near Weobley, in Herefordshire; and when at a later
period of his life he was in hiding, his first place of con-
cealment was in the neighbourhood of Malvern, not far
from the boundary in another direction.

It is beyond the scope of this book to trace his career
in detail, or to do more than allude to the opposite opinions
expressed as to his character—opinions which on the one
hand made him the original of Shakespeare’s Sir John
Falstaff, and on the other regarded him as a martyred
saint. He was probably neither one nor the other, for
though a trusted friend of Henry V., there is no trace of
dissoluteness in the friendship, and on the other hand,

1 Owen and Blakeway, vol. i., p. 169, and p. 214.
2 Skropskive Archaological Societv’s Transactions, 3rd series, vol. ii.,
p. 252.
H
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though he began by a sincere devotion to the religious
principles which he believed to be the truth, he can hardly
be acquitted later on of crime against the political and
social order of the realm. Shropshire, however, was
closely, if indirectly, associated with the end of his career.
Having been arrested for heresy, and tried before Arch-
bishop Arundel in 1413, he escaped from the Tower and
remained in hiding for over three years, partly in London,
but mainly in the West Midlands, and his immunity from
discovery for so long a time is the best proof both of his
personal popularity and of the spread of the opinions with
which he was identified. At length, however, the end
came, and it was on the Shropshire border that the arrest
was made. Local tradition says that his last place of
concealment was among the Montgomeryshire hills near
Meifod,! and here, in 1417, he was captured by the emis-
saries of Lord Powis after a severe struggle, in which
some of his captors were slain, and he himself severely
wounded. Conveyed in a horse litter first to Welshpool,
and afterwards to London, he was hung, and then burnt
in St. Giles’ Fields, in December of that year.

After his death the power of Lollardry as an aggressive
force waned and gradually died away, but the seed had
been sown and was in due time to bear fruit. That fruit
came to full maturity in the Puritanism of the seventeenth
century, but before then another great religious upheaval
was to take place for which Lollardry had helped to
prepare. That upheaval was the religious movement
which we speak of as the Reformation.

(44 THE REFORMATION AND PURITANISM

The Reformation, it should be remembered, was an
inevitable fact of history apart from its religious aspect.
For a century and a half before the accession of

1Readers of Tennyson will remember his description of Sir John
Oldcastle among the Welsh hills (Ballads and other Poems, 1880).
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Henry VIII. undercurrents had been at work which were
certain sooner or later to produce their result. As
already mentioned, the old baronage with its feudal rights
had almost disappeared in the Wars of the Roses; the
towns had risen into importance, and their citizens of the
trading class had become an important factor in the state ;
while the Black Death and its effect on wages had
awakened aspirations in the peasantry of which they were
incapable at an eatlier period. And alongside of these
political and social changes, a new and unthought of
stimulus had been given to the intellectual progress of
the nation. Poets and prose writers had not only written
books which spoke to the people in their own tongue, but
the invention of printing had brought these books in-
creasingly within their reach, and thus the New Learning,
as it was called, was everywhere making its way and
shedding its light, until men refused any longer to bow to
mere authority, but dared to think for themselves, with
the result that the dogmas of the Church had to face a
criticism undreamt of in earlier ages. This criticism was
helped by the state of the Church itself. Monasticism and
the system of the friars had alike done their work and
become a byeword for what was degenerate and corrupt;
and while the assumptions of the priesthood had been
constantly growing, their power for good had been as
constantly diminishing, until the alienation between clergy
and laity was almost complete. The appeal to scripture
which Wycliffe and the Lollards had begun, and which
had been stimulated by his translation of the Bible into
English, had not been made in vain, and it was only a
question of time when, to borrow a comparison from the
Book of Job, the great wind should come from the wilder-
ness and smite the four corners of the house of medizval
Papacy, and bring it in ruin on the heads of those whom
it sheltered.

The immediate cause of the rupture with Rome was
little creditable to anyone concerned, for it had its origin
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in the headstrong will and wunbridled passions of
Henry VIII. Shropshire had been familiar with the figures
of his elder brother Arthur and his Spanish bride Katharine
of Arragon, when they had presided over the Council of
the Marches and kept their court at Ludlow Castle. But
Prince Arthur died after only a few months of married
life, while his father, Henry VII, still reigned; and his
death brought a difficulty to the king. The weakness of
Henry VII. was his love of money, and Katharine had
brought with her a rich dowry which he was unwilling to
lose. The difficulty was got over by espousing Arthur’s
widow to his younger brother Henry, then a boy of eleven.
The result was what might have been anticipated ; Henry,
when he grew up and came to the throne, soon tired of
this wife, who had been provided for him without his
choice, and who by this time was faded in person as well
as grave and solemn in disposition and manner. The
sprightly and vivacious Anne Boleyn was much more to
his taste, and in the light of her attractions he developed
scruples as to the validity of his marriage with Katharine.

It is beyond the scope of this work to trace the pro-
ceedings in connection with the divorce and his rupture
with the Pope. Henry threw off the Papal supremacy, but
it was only to assume it himself, and he never sympathised
with the doctrines of the Reformation. As far as he
himself was concerned, he was an unintentional promoter
of it as a religious movement, and there is room for the
satirical lines of Gray, who speaks of his reign as a time

When love could teach a monarch to be wise,
And Gospel light first dawned from Boleyn’s eyes.

The religious progress of the Reformation is to be
found in the history of the reigns of his three children.
That of Edward VI. was marked by much solid work,
especially in the two editions of the Prayer Book in Eng-
lish, but it was marred by a spoliation of Church property
which equalled, if it did not surpass, the suppression of
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the monasteries in Henry’s time. Then came the re-action
of Mary’s reign—the effort to restore medizval doctrines
and usages, and to heal the breach with the Papacy, but
the time had gone by when this was possible, and the
attempt to check the rising tide only added to its force
when Mary passed away and Elizabeth succeeded to the
throne. Her long and prosperous reign brought com-
parative peace both to Church and State. Under her
strong hand, and by the wise counsels of her advisers,
discordant elements were brought into a measure of har-
mony, and the reformed religion was generally accepted
as that of the nation.

As to the question how the Reformation movement
affected Shropshire, and what part the county took in it,
the answer 1s difficult, for the materials are scanty. The
answer, however, lies in the direction of what we have
seen in connection with Lollardry. The West Midlands
were largely leavened with the Reformed opinions, but
the people of Shropshire have never been made of the
stuff out of which martyrs are manufactured; and so all
through the Reformation period they were largely content
to go quietly on their way, letting others alone, and asking
only to be let alone themselves.

As far as can be gathered from a cursory study of
Foxe’s Acts and Monuments, although it is often difficult
to pick out facts from his prolix narrative, Shropshire
furnished, with perhaps two doubtful exceptions,! no
contingent to the martyrs who fed the flames of Smithfield
or elsewhere ; while the record of the Churches of Shrews-
bury tells us of vicars undisturbed in their duties all
through the period of change? In 1547, indeed, there
was a burning in the Market Square of that town. Its
victims, however, were not of flesh and blood, but only

1 Acts and Monuments (edition 1842), vol. v., p. 550, and vol. vii.,
p. 402. Compare Shropshire Archaological Society’s Tyansactions, vol. iii.,
p- 258, and Fuller’s Worthies (edition 1811), vol. ii., p. 256.

2 Cf. the Author’s Shrewsbury, p. 140.
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“the pycture of our Lady owt of St. Mary’s, and the
pycture of Mary Mawdelen, and the pycture of St. Chaddes
owt of Sainct Chadd’s church in the same towne.”1

This was done in obedience to an injunction issued
under the authority of Edward VI, soon after his acces-
sion, and throws light on the attitude which seems to have
prevailed in the county towards the various changes made.
It was an attitude on the part of the people generally of
something not far removed from indifference; they were
content to obey orders and accept changes from the
ruling power, but they had no strong feeling about the
matter either way. This attitude is traceable in the acts
of the municipal authorities, as, for example, in regard to
the dissolution of the monasteries. The Shrewsbury
Corporation apparently accepted the fiat of the king for
dissolving their great Abbey as a matter of course, but
they petitioned that, being dissolved, it should be utilized
either as a house of reception for distinguished visitors or
as a school. They did not oppose ; they only desired that
the town might be benefited by the change when it was
made. So with the spoliation of the Church goods under
Edward VI.; no doubt there were murmurs, but there is
no trace of active opposition.

It is not intended by this to imply that individuals did
not feel strongly on both sides, or did not give expression
to their feelings on occasion; and no better illustration
can be given of this attitude of individuals than the well-
known story of the death of Edward Burton, of Longner,
as related in Phillips's History of Shrewsbury—

Edward Burton was a zealous assertor of the Gospel all Queen Mary’s
days . . . He one day sitting in his parlour alone, meditating on the
troubles of the times, and the deliverances he and others had found
though many had suffered, while he was thus reflecting, he heard a general
ringing of all the bells in Shrewsbury, which he concluded must be for the

accession of the Lady Elizabeth to the throne, by the death of Queen Mary.
Longing to know the truth, and not daring to send any of his servants

1 Skropshire Archaological Society's Transactions, vol. iii., p. 258.
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to enquire, he sent his eldest son, a youth about sixteen years of age,
ordering him, if the bells rang for the Lady Elizabeth’s accession, to
throw his hat up into the air at some place from whence he might see it,
to gratify his expectation. The young man, finding it was as expected,
threw up his hat, which his father sccing, was suddenly affected with
such extremity of joy for the liberty and comfort God’s people had a
prospect of, that he retired from the window where he saw the sign, with
difficulty gained a chair, and immediately expired. By his last will he
ordered that his body should be buried in the Parish Church of St. Chad
in Shrewsbury, and that no Mass-monger should be present at his inter-
ment. His friends, designing to execute his will in this respect, brought
his corpse to the church, and were there met by the Curate, Mr. John
Marshall, who said that Mr. Burton was an heretic, and should not be
buried in his church. One of Mr. Burton’s friends replied, *“As to his
being an heretic, God would judge at the last day.” The Curate replied,
“Judge God or judge Devil, he shall not be buried in this Church.”
His friends were obliged to carry his body back again and bury it in his
own garden. His epitaph declares that he

Truly professing Christianity,

Was like Christ Jesus in a garden laid,

Where he shall rest in Peace, till it be said,

‘ Come, faithful Servant, come receive with Me

A just reward for thy Integrity.”

We pass on to the later developments of the
Reformation movement. When the reign of Elizabeth
was drawing to a close, there were in England three
religious parties whose differences were becoming
more and more accentuated, though the spirit of
active persecution was gradually dying out. There
were, first, those who had never accepted the change
of doctrine and still owned allegiance to the Pope.
Alongside of these were the adherents of the
Reformed Faith, who accepted as its best exponent
the formularies of the English Church and Episcopacy as
its proper form of government. But under the influence
of the Continental Reformers a third party had grown
up. These desired a more entire break with the past,
for which they had no reverence, and they could not
tolerate anything that was held in common with Rome,
however useful or harmless in itself. It might be
episcopacy, or it might be the use of a vestment, or of
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a Liturgy, but in their eyes all such usages alike were
tainted with superstition.

The members of this party at first were few in number,
and confined to those who possessed little influence, but
as time went on this was changed. Men of position and
character threw in their adhesion to these principles, and
they gained weight indirectly from another cause.

From the time when the Stuarts came to the throne
there began to be an increasing divergence of personal
character between those whose religion was that of the
Court and those who were removed from its influence. The
people began to contrast more and more the loose lives
of men in high places with the strict lives of those whose
revolt from Rome was most complete. The members of
this party called themselves Precisians, but that name was
lost in the nickname of Puritans, and they claimed to seek
a high ideal of personal life. This had weight with others.
The Puritan might be solemn and sour in his demeanour,
but he lived a moral life; he might despise the sports in
which others found delight, but his motive was religious,
and as such it won respect.

Meanwhile a parallel divergence was going on in the
State. The party of those who adopted the doctrine and
discipline of the Reformed Church of England were for
the most part strong also in their attachment to the
Monarchy. The Puritan party, who gradually separated
themselves from the Church as Nonconformists, were
largely imbued with a desire for increased political as
well as religious liberty, and in many cases favoured a
Republican form of government.

These differences, asAeveryone knows, went on increas-
ing until they culminated in civil war. The effects of that
war on Shropshire in its political aspect form the subject of
another chapter. We have only here to do with its effects
viewed from the religious standpoint:

When, on January 3oth, 1649, the head of Charles I
fell on the scaffold of Whitehall, it marked not only the
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triumph of Republicanism over Monarchy, but the triumph
of Puritanism over the Church, for parallel with encroach-
ments on the prerogative of the king, which ended in his
death, there had been going on the enforcement of
changes in the Established Church.

In 1643 the Parliament passed a Bill for the abolition
of Episcopacy, and this was followed by the appointment
of the Westminster Assembly, who undertook the revising
of the Church formularies. Ministers were ejected from
their cures as “scandalous” or “malignant,” and funds
were raised by the sale of Church property. In January,
1645, the use of the Prayer Book was made penal, and
the Directory for Public Worship substituted.

At first, indeed, Puritanism seemed satisfied with
changes that arose naturally out of the adoption of Presby-
terianism and its dread of everything that savoured of
Rome, but by degrees the power passed out of the hands of
the Presbyterians into those of the Independents, with the
result of increased narrowness and intolerance. Meanwhile,
however, the inevitable reaction set in. The execution of
Charles had shown to what length the Parliamentary party
could go in regard to the State, as that of Archbishop
Laud had shown in regard to the Church, and when
the power fell from the strong hand of Oliver Cromwell
into that of his son, the public opinion of the country
was ready to hail with delight the restoration of the old
order in both. Then came retaliation, the first step in
which was the passing of the Act of Uniformity, by which
in turn the Presbyterian Incumbents of the Churches were
ejected in favour of the old Vicars if still living, or of
others episcopally ordained. The comparative blame on
each side in this matter of ejection, it need not be said,
has been a subject of fierce controversy, but surely at this
time we may learn to look on it calmly. It seems clear
from a study on the one hand of Walker's Sufferings of
the Clergy, and on the other of Calamy’s Nonconformists'
Memorial, that there were at least as many episcopal
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ministers deprived by the Puritans in the Commonwealth
as there were Presbyterians deprived at the Restoration.

In Shropshire there were examples of both, but a study
of the Parish Registers of the period, and a consideration
of the prevailing political sentiment as shown in other
ways, goes to show that feelings were in this case, as in
the Reformation period, less strongly stirred in this part
of the West than in the further Midlands and the East;
and that, as a whole, Salopians were fairly content to live
and let live. This is shown for example in the numerous
instances in the Parish Registers in which the same
Parochial Incumbent went on through the various changes,
and the regard of his parishioners was shown by his being
requested still to keep the Registers when the Parliament
ordained the appointment of an official for that purpose.

But we have other proofs beyond this. In 1646 a
system was inaugurated which was intended to establish
Presbyterianism. Instead of the existing divisions into
dioceses, archdeaconries, and rural deaneries, the parishes
were grouped in c/asses, and the names which occur in
connection with these ¢/asses throw considerable light on
the public opinion of any particular district. It appears
from the list published in 1647 that the County of Salop
was divided into six “ Classicall Presbyteries,” of which the
first included the parishes of Shrewsbury and the neigh-
bourhood, the second those round Oswestry, the third
Bridgnorth, the fourth Wem, the fifth Ludlow, and the
sixth Stretton. A particular case will best illustrate the
position of affairs. In the list of Puritan nominations to
livings, to be found in the Journal of the Parliament, occurs
under the date of June sth, 1648, the presentation of James
Cressett to Cound void by the death of Richard Wood.!
A generation before this, Edward Cressett, of Upton
Cressett, near Bridgnorth, three of whose ancestors had
been Sheriff of the county, married the heiress of Sir Henry

1 Shaw’s Church under the Commonwealth, vol. ii., p. 257.
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Townsend of Cound, and came into that property, though
he retained his seat at Cotes in his old neighbourhood.
He had a numerous family, of whom James was the fourth
son. This James was educated at Oriel College, Oxford,
and married a daughter of John Edwards, of Middleton
Scriven! He was apparently a comparatively young man
when he was appointed “ Minister” of Cound in 1648.

On turning to the list of the Shropshire “ Classes,” we
find among the list of laymen “fit to bee of the fifth
Classis,” “ Edward Cresset of Cotes, gent.”? showing that
other members of the family sympathized with the Par-
liament in religious matters, and no doubt used their
influence for the promotion of their relative.

We now turn to the Register Books of Cound Church,
and there, under 1662, we find two entries. The first
is this:—

Ye 3d day of August Mr. James Cressett, Rector of Cund, did pub-
likely in ye time of Divine service read ye 39 Articles of ye Church of

England, and declared his unfeyned assent to ye same, according to ye
Statute in that case provided. Witnesses hereunto [five signatures].

The second entry is as follows : —

The 17th day of August, 1662. Mr. James Cressett, Rector of Cond,
the same Lord’s Day, in time of Divine Service, publiquely read ‘the
declaration in the Act for Uniformitie expressed touching the Unlawfulnes
of the Covenant after the reading of his Certificat of his Subscription
to the aforesaid declaration, and did the same day solemnely and pub-
liquely read the Morning and Evening Prayer appointed to be read by the
said Act, and did declare his unfeigned assent and consent thereunto, and
to everything therein conteined. In pr’sence and heareing of [five signa-
tures, including Robt. Cressett (his nephew)].

The Act of Uniformity had required all Ministers to
assent to the Prayer Book, and repudiate the Covenant
on pain of immediate ejection from their Benefices, with
the further important addition that'those who had not

1 Heralds' Visitation of Shropskire (Harleian Society), vol. i., p. 158.
2 Shaw’s Church under the Commonwealth, vol. ii., p. 411,
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been episcopally ordained must immediately seek orders
at the hand of some bishop.

The extracts just given with regard to James Cressett
enable us to trace his career with tolerable certainty, and it
may be taken as typical of many. It shows that the
Puritan ministers were not necessarily of an inferior social
position to those they displaced; and also that the
authorities in London were willing to be guided by local
opinion and family preferences. As there is no record
of James Cressett’s seeking episcopal ordination at the
Restoration, it seems probable that he was episcopally
ordained before his admission in 1648. And, lastly, the
record of his conforming, whether accompanied by re-
ordination or not, presents him as typical of those—of
whom there were certainly a considerable number in this
part of England—who had sympathized with much that
the Parliament had done, but had none of that zeal for
self-sacrifice which led others to face poverty and persecu-
tion rather than conform.

The number of Presbyterian ministers throughout the
county who either resigned their livings in 1660 or were
ejected in 1662, appears to be thirty-nine! and among
them were some whose departure was a distinct loss to
the Church—men like John Bryan and Francis Tallents,
of Shrewsbury, Rowland Nevett, of Oswestry, and Joshua
Barnet, of Wrockwardine, not to mention others; but no
account of Puritanism in Shropshire would be complete
without some notice of the most conspicuous of her Puritan
sons, though he was not actually beneficed within her
borders—namely, Richard Baxter.

Baxter was born in 1615 in the parish of High Ercall,
where the register of his baptism is as follows : —

Richard sonne and heyre of Richard Baxter of Eaton Constantyne,
gent. and of Beatrice his wief baptised the xixth of November 1615.

1T am indebted for this calculation to the writer of the chapter on the
Civil War, who has made a special study of the period.
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He appears from childhood to have been weak and
uncertain in health, and this fact gave seriousness to his
character. As he expressed it, “ Weakness and pain helped
me to study how to die: that set me on studying how to
live.” He spent some time at the school at Donnington, in
the next parish to Eaton Constantine, but he tells us that
his education was very defective, and that he had mainly
taught himself. His family belonged to the Church, but
he draws a sad picture of the clergy in the Shropshire
parishes around his home, and of the way in which the
Sundays were spent during the regime of the Book of
Sports. It is evident that the better lives of the Puritans
attracted him from an early period, and influenced all his
later life. In 1638 he received episcopal ordination from
the Bishop of Worcester, and he became Master of the
Grammar School at Dudley. His first ministerial charge
was at Bridgnorth, to the inhabitants of which he dedicated
his Saints’ Rest. In 1640, however, he moved to Kidder-
minster as assistant to the old vicar of that town, and for
the next two years his work there met with much success.
On the breaking out of the Civil War he acted for some
time as chaplain in the Parliamentary army, where he used
his influence to mitigate the extreme views, both in religion
and politics, which were beginning to take possession of
the soldiery. He was soon, however, glad to return to
Kidderminster, which was his home for the next fourteen
years.

During this time he exercised great influence not only
in the town but over a wide district. He was the
recognized adviser of the Puritan party all through the
West Midlands, and practically exercised episcopal control
over the ministers and their congregations. His influence
was always exerted on the side of moderation and toler-
ance, and when Cromwell assumed the supreme power,
Baxter did not hesitate to tell him to his face that “the
honest people of the land tock their ancient monarchy to
be a blessing and not an evil”
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At the Restoration he was made one of the King's
chaplains, and was offered the Bishopric of Hereford, but
he declined it. It is interesting to note that if his decision
had been otherwise, half of Shropshire would have been
under his episcopal charge.

The Act of Uniformity of 1662 brought him trouble,
for he could not make up his mind to conform, and so he
left Kidderminster; but that year also brought him the
greatest comfort of the next twenty years of his career,
namely, a wife. Some time before, after the partial
destruction of Apley Castle in the war, Margaret Charlton
had come to live at Kidderminster with her mother, and so
the two whose early homes had both been under the
shadow of the Wrekin, became acquainted. Baxter was
considerably the older, being not far short of fifty, whereas
she was little more than twenty; but her heart had gone
out to the pastor who had helped her in spiritual things,
and when he had stipulated on the one hand that marriage
should not interfere with his ministerial work, and on the
other that her property should be secured to her, they
were married. It proved a singularly happy union, though
they had many trials to face together.

Not very long after their wedding Baxter spent some
time in prison, but his wife shared his incarceration, which
was not very severe, and he said of her: “My wife was
never so cheerful a companion to me as in prison ; and she
had brought so many necessaries that we kept house as
contentedly and comfortably as at home” He unfor-
tunately lost her in 1681, and he was left to face his
troubles alone.

In 1685 some passages in his Paraphrase on the New
Testament were held to be seditious, and he was tried by
Judge Jeffreys, who took the opportunity of insulting and
browbeating the old man after his fashion. He was con-
demned and sentenced to pay a heavy fine, with imprison-
ment till he did so, but through the exertions of Lord
Powis, the fine was remitted, and after an imprisonment
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of eighteen months he was released. The remaining five
years of his life were undisturbed. Years before, at
Kidderminster, he had written the book by which he is
best remembered—7 ke Saints’ Everlasting Rest; and in
December, 1691, he was called himself to enter into that
Rest, which he had long desired, and for which his book
has helped to prepare many, both in his lifetime and the
generations since.

It may be said of Baxter that in many respects he was
typical of the Salopian way of looking at things: resolute
when principle was involved, but prepared to tolerate those
who could not see things as he saw them; ready to give
as well as to take, and growing ever gentler as age drew
on. In a passage in his Auzobiograpky, he sums up his
experience of life in words which may well end this review
of the time in which he lived : —

I now see more good and more evil in all men than heretofore I did.
I see that good men are not so good as I once thought they were, but
have more imperfections: and that nearer approach and fuller trial doth
make the best appear more weak and faulty than their admirers at a
distance think. And I find that few are so bad as either malicious enemies
or censorious separating professors do imagine. Even in the wicked,

usually there is more for grace to make advantage of, and more to testifie
for God and holiness, than I once believed there had been.

(s) QUAKERISM AND METHODISM

These two religious movements are grouped together,
not as connected in time, but in the leading idea which
gave rise to and pervaded both. Each had its origin in
mysticism. George Fox went up and down the country
preaching that there was an inward light which illumined
the individual sou]l, and had no need of external Church
organizations; John Wesley having drunk from the foun-
tain of mysticism in his Oxford days went up and down
preaching the doctrine of individual conversion by the
direct agency of the Spirit; and though he was himself a
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pre-eminent organizer, all the rules he laid down for his
followers were subservient to this prevailing idea.

Quakerism began in the Puritan period. Fox, its
founder, was born in Leicestershire in 1624. Naturally
of a meditative disposition, his religious convictions
deepened until he became impressed with the idea that he
must forsake all, and devote himself to the. promulgation
of what appeared to him a revelation of new truth.
Accordingly he wandered from place to place, Bible in
hand, prepared to preach wherever he could find an
audience ; and he was specially ready to bear his testimony
in the interruption of any service conducted by one whom
he regarded as a mere outward “ professor”; for he was
a thorough Puritan both in this and in his hatred of
“steeple houses” and bells. His views, however, went
further than religion; he wished to remodel society. He
declared that the Lord forbade him to put off his hat to
any, high or low, and required him to address even the
greatest with z%ee and t4ox. The natural result was that
he found himself in perpetual conflict with the authorities,
both civil and religious, and he was well acquainted with
the inside of prisons. His tenets met with no more favour
from the Puritans than from the Church party, and even
the gentle and tolerant Baxter could not find anything to
say in their favour.

Strange, however, as it may seem, Fox met with great
success, and gained many adherents, particularly in the
northern part of England, a success which was no doubt
helped by the persecutions he met with and the northern
love of fair play. He also had a large number of
adherents in Wales.

As regards Shropshire, which he visited in 1657 and
1667, though he appears to have secured a considerable
following in some parts, particularly in the Coalbrookdale
district and the Welsh border, his tenets do not seem to
have taken a very firm hold. There is, indeed, more than
one record of Shrewsbury prison being tenanted by
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Quakers, but in every instance they seem, by their per-
sistent opposition to authority, to have brought the fate
on themselves. From the beginning there was close union
between the Society in Shropshire and in the neighbouring
part of Wales, and in 1669 it was agreed by “representa-
tives from ye several Meetings in Shropshire, Montgomery-
shire, and Merionethshire,” to purchase “a Meeting Room
and an enclosure for a burying place ” in Shrewsbury. The
site chosen was on St. John’s Hill, and a meeting place
was erected there. This underwent rebuilding in the
middle of the eighteenth century, and again in 18035, and
is now used for the offices of the Atcham Union. The
last interment in the little burial ground adjoining seems
to have taken place from Coalbrookedale in 1834.

An extract from one of the earlier Registers of this
meeting house will serve to illustrate several points in
connection with the Quakers as a whole, and as they
existed in this county. It occurs under the year 1680:—

Md. James Farmer proposed his purpose of marriage with Elizabeth
Jordan, the xxth of the 1oth month last, which was consented unto.
And allso this 17th-of 11th month, 1680, he hath satisfyed frends con-
cerning making over pt. of his estate to his children which he had by his
former wife.

This memorandum is followed by the marriage register
itself : —

James Farmer, of ye pish. of Cound, yeoman, and Elizabeth Jordan
of Tuexbury co. Glosester, spinster, dau. of Tho. Jordan, of Stoke

Archard, yeoman, 13th day, rz2th mo. called February, in public meeting
house of Tuexbury.

In illustration of what has already been said, it will
be noticed that the entry speaks of the society by their
proper title of Friends, Quakers having been only a nick-
name ; and it illustrates their peculiar phraseology, Fox
having laid it down that the days of the week and the
month should not be spoken of by the ordinary names,
which he regarded as heathenish. It also shows the social
class which largely recruited the ranks of the sect, and in

I .
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particular mentions the family of Farmer, who were among
the most. prominent members in this county. It alludes,
besides, to what became a distinguishing characteristic of
the Quakers, namely, the exercise of philanthropy: before
James Farmer might take on himself new responsibilities,
the Friends required to be assured that he had cared for
his first family. This contained in germ that espriz de
cor ps—that care for the needs of their poorer brethren—for
which the Society of Friends has always been remarkable.
The entry also incidentally emphasizes the fact that the
year formerly began in March, not in January: February
is spoken of as the twelfth month instead of the second.!

We now pass to the more important and more wide-
spread movement inaugurated by Wesley. This is not
the place to attempt an estimate of John Wesley’s work
as a whole, or to decide his true place in the ecclesiastical
history of the eighteenth century. Opinions will always be
divided as to the relative blame to be attached to him and
to the authorities of the English Church for the fact that
his movement developed into a separate denomination
against his clearly expressed wish, but a calm study of the
matter shows that, as usual, there was fault on both sides.
The dread of what was called enthusiasm was the
bugbear of the eighteenth century in all directions, the
inevitable result being a decay of earnestness; and
Wesley’s attempt to awaken the sleepers only shared the
treatment which fell to the lot of all the leaders of the
Evangelical movement.

It must always be a matter of regret that the Church
authorities could not better read the signs of the times—
it was a great opportunity lost of utilizing a zeal which
had in it infinite possibilities for good; but on the other

1 The position and influence of Quaker families in the county in the
first half of the eighteenth century is evidenced by the fact that in 1718,
and again in 1727, Shrewsbury was chosen as the meeting place for mem-
bers of the body from all parts of England.—Phillips, History of Shrews-
bury, p. 212.
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hand Wesley, in his later days, was led into adopting a
policy that made his position as a Churchman really un-
tenable. When, in 1784, he took the step of ordaining his
preachers by the laying on of his own hands, he made
a breach which any wish on his part to the contrary could
not prevent from widening into permanent separation. It
was a step which met with the strong disapproval of
his brother Charles, and called forth from him the well-
known epigram:—

How easy now are bishops made
At man or woman’s whim;
Wesley his hand on Coke hath laid,
Bub who laid hands on him?

It is not necessary, however, to approve every act of
John Wesley in order to value the great work he did for
the revival of earnest personal religion. Probably no one
since the days of St. Paul was “in labours more abundant.”
If anyone will take the trouble of analysing his Jowurnal
on almost any page at which he may open it, tracing out
the distances travelled—almost always on horseback—and
the number of sermons preached, he will wonder first at
the physical strength he displayed; and when he remem-
bers that Wesley’s sermons were intended to arouse, and
therefore involved an earnest delivery, and that, moreover,
they were delivered to all sorts of audiences under all sorts
of difficult circumstances—sometimes in crowded and ill-
ventilated rooms, and sometimes out of doors to great
crowds, who were often more or less hostile—he will
wonder how mind as well as body bore the strain. And
it must also be recollected that Wesley took his share in
literary work. The energy with which he did this may be
illustrated by a single extract: —

I now applied myself in earnest to the writing of Mr. Fletcher's life,
having procured the best materials I could. To this I dedicated all the
time I could spare till November, from five in the morning till eight at
night. These are my studying hours; I cannot write longer in a day
without hurting my eyes.
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At this time he was eighty-three years old.!

His Journal records no less than eighteen visits to
Shrewsbury, the first in 1761, and the last in 1790, and in
almost every case he preached at some other place in the
county as well. Wem and Whitchurch on the one side,
and Broseley and Madeley on the other, received several
visits from him. There is no record on any of these visits
of anything like the insults he met with in some places;
nothing worse than that on one occasion he says:—

I came to Shrewsbury between five and six, and preached to a large and

quiet congregation. As we returned the rabble were noisy enough; but
they used only their tongues; so all was well.2

The permanent success he met with is attested by the
fact that Shrewsbury was made the head of a circuit as
early as 1765, when there was a roll of 587 members, and
as he speaks of the pleasure with which he stayed at other
places in the county, the whole number of adherents within
its borders must have been considerable.

Two helpers in immediate connection with Shrewsbury
must be mentioned. One was Mrs. Glynne, a lady of
good position who lived on Dogpole, and used her ample
means for the promotion of the cause in which she was
interested. It was she who in 1762 sent him in a post-
chaise to Wem to keep an engagement there, but the
roads were so bad with mud and snow that the horses
broke their traces, and he and his companions had diffi-
culty in making the journey at all; and the Jouxrnal men-
tions many other instances of her kindness. She lived till
1799, and there is a tablet to her memory in St. Julian’s
Church. The other helper was John Appleton, who had
made a considerable fortune as a currier. In 1761 he fitted
up the old Hall of the Shearmen, near to St. Julian’s
Church, as a Methodist Chapel at his own expense, and
twenty years later he, also at his own expense, built a new
Chapel in Hill’s Lane, which Wesley himself came to open

1 September, 1786. 2 March, 1769.
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on March 2/th, 1781. Three years later he came again
to preach Appleton’s funeral sermon.

The cause of Methodism was also helped by Captain
Jonathan Scott, of Betton, by Sir Richard Hill, of Hawk-
stone, and others, but it owed most of all to Rev. John
Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley. Others came and went,
preaching and then passing on, but Fletcher lived in the
middle of the county as a parochial clergyman for twenty-
five years, and so had a more abiding local influence.
Fletcher not only preached, but year after year lived, as it
were within the sight of all, the higher life to which he
invited them. If Wesley represented St. Paul, it was
Fletcher who represented the more loving spirit of
St. John; nay, it is said that when Voltaire was challenged
to produce a character as perfect as Jesus Christ, he at
once mentioned Fletcher, of Madeley.! Born in Switzer-
land of a military family, and himself a soldier for a few
years, he came into Shropshire about 1752 as Tutor to
the two sons of Mr. Thomas Hill, of Tern Hall (now
Attingham), at that time M.P. for Shrewsbury. Here he
became attracted by the earnestness of Methodism, and
determined to seek Holy Orders. He was accordingly
ordained Deacon and Priest on two consecutive Sundays in
1757, and in 1761 was presented by Mr. Hill to Madeley,
having previously refused an offer from him of another
living, better in value, but with less work.

Madeley was at the time probably one of the roughest
villages in Shropshire, the inhabitants being mostly colliers,
and Fletcher at first by no means found it a bed of roses,
but his efforts and his personal character gradually made
themselves felt, until he was universally respected and
loved.

Wesley and he became bosom friends. In recording
his first visit to Madeley, in July, 1764, Wesley’s Journal

1 Abbey and Overton’s English Church in the Eighteenth Century,
vol, ii., p. 113.
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clearly expresses the delight which he felt in the meeting.
He says:—

We went on to Madeley, an exceeding pleasant village, encompassed
with trees and hills. [Wesley very rarely noticed scenery.] It was a
great comfort to me to converse with a Methodist of the old stamp, deny-
ing himself, taking up his cross, and resolved to be altogether a Christian.

This meeting was the first of many, and there was
probably no place in England to which Wesley’s heart
turned more fondly than to Madeley Vicarage. Fletcher,
however, had no such iron constitution as Wesley, and he
did not know when to pause in his labours. The result
was that he broke down from overwork, and though he
recovered for a time, he sank under the strain. The
account by his wife of his last Sunday may be given in
her own words, as it shows not only his character and the
earnestness of his work, but also throws light on the services
of the Church as conducted in the last quarter of the
eighteenth century. Having mentioned that he refused
the proffered help of a neighbouring clergyman, and that
having opened the “reading service” with apparent
strength, he soon found it difficult to proceed, but.that in
the sermon he seemed to forget his weakness, the account
goes on:—

After sermon, he walked up to the communion table, uttering these
words, “I am going to throw myself under the wings of the cherubim,
before the mercy seat.”” Here the same distressing scene was renewed
with additional solemnity. The people were deeply affected while they
beheld him offering up the last languid remains of a life that had been
lavishly spent in their service. In going through this last part of his
duty, he was exhausted again and again ; but his spiritual vigour triumphed
over his bodily weakness. After several times sinking on the sacramental
table, he still resumed his sacred work, and cheerfully distributed with
his dying hand the love memorials of his dying Lord. In the course of
this concluding office, which he performed by means of the most astonish.
ing exertions, he gave out several verses of hymns, and delivered many
affectionate exhortations to his people, calling upon them at intervals to
celebrate the mercy of God in short songs of adoration and praise. And
now, having struggled through a service of near four hours’ continuance,
he was supported, with blessings in his mouth, from the altar to his






FOLK-LORE: LEGENDS AND OLD
CUSTOMS

By CHARLOTTE S. BURNE

(Author of Skropskire Folk-Lore, and a Vice-President of the
Folk-Lore Society)

FHEN the folk-lore of Shropshire was first
brought before the world, some twenty-three
years ago, general surprise was expressed
at the amount of old custom and superstition
still prevailing there. Would that be the case now? It
is doubtful. So much has since been recorded of other
counties that Salop has been to a great extent “levelled
up ”; besides which, the lapse of a quarter of a century
has beyond question effaced much old tradition.

The social disintegration consequent on the economic
changes of the nineteenth century has done its work on
folk-lore throughout England. What was living flourish-
ing custom in the beginning of the century had already
become a mere shattered group of survivals at its end,
while now it is scarcely even that. With custom has gone
much of that which social customs enshrine and preserve—
the stories, the songs, the riddles, the dramas, the games,
for which the old-fashioned social gatherings gave occa-
sion, and which naturally die out when the demand for
them ceases.

But only two years ago the Secretary of the
Folk-lore Society was desired to take the first throw
at a “ cocoa-nut shy ” on the Wrekin, on the ground that
he, being a dark-haired man, would bring luck to the
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owner, whereas the fair-haired little girl who had been
put forward for the purpose would have the contrary
effect. The proprietress, spitting on the coin he gave in
payment for the privilege, assured him that she “had
taken pertikler notice,” and that there was “a deal in ” the
personality of the first customer as securing good or bad
trade. For though customs decay, superstition still lives.
It may be weakened by the spread of education and the
increased facilities for travel of modern days, but it has
its roots deep down in human nature—in fear, affection,
greed, curiosity, credulity—and it can only change as
human nature changes. Until scientific methods of
observation and reasoning prevail in every stratum of
the population, superstition will never die.  Post Aoc,
propter koc, will still be argued. Tenterden Steeple will
be supposed to cause Goodwin Sands; bad neighbours will
be credited with bringing evil upon cattle and crops;
superstitious fears will cause recourse to superstitious pre-
cautions ; demand will create supply, and persons will be
found to supply charms and magical formulas suited to all
kinds of misfortunes, from a sick pig to a lost lover. And
so long as medical advice must be paid for, while the village
blacksmith or the old man at the woodland cottage refuses
even to accept thanks for the remedies he gives, so long
will the minor ailments to which flesh is heir be liable to
be treated by the charmer rather than by the qualified
practitioner.

But in all this there is nothing peculiarly Salopian.
Fuller acquaintance with folk-lore shows that the same
kinds of superstitious beliefs and practices are practically
common to all England; nay, to the British Isles. Even
the words of the charming formulas are practically
identical in widely-separated districts. The common
toothache charm “Peter stood at the gates of Jerusalem,”
etc, recovered at Baschurch (among other places) in 18709,
re-appeared in the Hebrides in 1904, and occurs among
the Anglo-Saxon Leechdoms (Cockayne iii. 64) of the
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eighth century. How can this be claimed as Zoca/ folk-
lore anywhere? Again, wherever throughout Europe the
belief in witchcraft prevails (and where does it not?), we
find that the witches form a secret society, renounce the
national religion, hold midnight assemblies, are trans-
formed into animals, steal milk, stop teams, cause sickness,
and can only be defeated by opposing magic to magic; so
that wherever we find the witch we find the charmer also.
Once more, wherever belief in a future life i1s found, belief
in revenants is found with it, and in civilized and Christian
countries still retains certain savage and heathen elements
(such as transformation, malicious 